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Christmas Greetings from Your OPCC Staff  
 

What a year it has been. It has certainly been a year of the unexpected, of confusion,  
and of heartbreak.  Yet, because we are a part of this OPCC community, it has also been  
a year of joy, the unexpected, resilience, hope, and comfort.  It truly is a joy to serve the 

congregation of OPCC, and the staff hopes your Advent and Christmas seasons are filled  
with the love of the Prince of Peace.  No matter how we spend these holy and sacred days, 
may the Christ child remind you and your family that God rarely shows up when we expect,  
in the places we expect, or in the people we expect.  Rather, we invite you to embrace the 

Divine mess that God seems only-too-happy to join, and rejoice in the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas together as a community of faith.  Giving thanks for you, we send many blessings  

to you, your families, and your loved ones, looking forward to a new year and new possibilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hi OPCC Congregation and Friends! 
 

We've made it to the season of Advent where one year ends and another begins.  
We wait expectantly for the birth of Jesus with joy in our hearts. I want to applaud all  

of you for continuing to be community in these unusual times. Let us look forward with 
anticipation and hope for the coming year. Your church board wishes you a wonderful 

Christmas season filled with new memories and many blessings in the new year! 
 

~ Theresa Krebs, OPCC Board Chair, on behalf of the board 
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We Are Those Who Dream  
 

Psalm 126 opens with the line:  
“When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. ”  

As we begin this new year in the church calendar, we might wonder,  
what does it look like to live as those who dream? What does it look like to live as those  

who dream in THIS world? The prophets, the psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, 
Joseph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the Magi — they were all dreamers.  

They received, discovered, and responded to God ’s dreams for the world. In Advent,  
we step into the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they shape our reality. 

 

No matter what Advent looks like, OPCC will provide opportunities and materials  
for the dreamers in all of us — those who dream of a deeper connection with God  
and those who dream of a better world. They’re for those who dream of comfort,  

and for those who have given up on their dreams. They’re for those whose dreams  
have been crushed, and for those who show us that dreams take time.  

In these Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany seasons,  
OPCC will dream alongside prophets and angels, Mary and the Magi.  

Join us as we seek and sow God’s dreams for our world. 
 

 November 29 – Those Who Dream Keep Awake 

 December 6 – Those Who Dream Prepare the Way 

 December 13 – Those Who Dream Sow Joy 

 December 20 – Those Who Dream Are Not Alone 

 December 24/25 – This Night We Are Those Who Dream 

 December 27 – Those Who Dream Will Not Keep Silent 

 January 3 – Those Who Dream Persevere 

Longest Night Worship  
 

Perhaps this year has felt like a longest night more  
so than others. For many of us, especially this year, 

Christmas is full of complicated feelings. The constant 
refrain and messages of the season, about getting 

together with family and friends, reminds some of us of 
what we have lost, or have never had. The anguish of 

broken relationships, insecurity of unemployment, feelings 
of being outcast, weariness of ill health, pain of isolation, 
or grief of a lost loved one — all these can make us feel 
very alone in the midst of a season of celebration. Our 

hope is that this Longest Night worship service will create 
a safe and sacred space for those who are struggling to 
feel the joy and light of this holiday season due to loss of 
any kind. It is not intended to be a service of healing, for 

what we lose cannot always be replaced. Yet, we use this 
service to acknowledge the hole that grief leaves in one’s 
heart, while simultaneously remembering that we worship 

a God who is with us, even in the darkest of times. 
 

This year our “Longest Night Service” will be shared 
virtually on Monday, December 21, at 6:00pm.  Join us 
from your computer, phone, or device to hear scripture, 
offer prayers for healing and wholeness, and sing music 

that acknowledges God’s presence is for those who 
mourn, those who grieve, and those who struggle.  
God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness.  

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

OPCC will offer a virtual Christmas Eve 
experience for your family to share in from 
your home.  Our Christmas Eve worship  

will be available on our website, 
www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-blog 
beginning Christmas Eve morning, and will 
go “live” on our OPCC Facebook page at 

7:00pm on Christmas Eve night.  No matter 
when is convenient for your family, we hope 
you will join us for worship. Both will remain 
available for your use on Christmas morning 
if that fits better with your family traditions.  
We hope to “see” you on our livestream or 

by virtual phone worship no matter how you 
are spending the holiday season. 

 

Our leadership continues to explore options 
for additional worship experiences during 

the Advent and Christmas season, but there 
are no concrete plans to publish at this time. 
Please stay tuned to our website, Facebook  
and Instagram pages, and email and phone 

communication for updates about any 
additional worship experiences as we  

move closer to Christmas Eve. 

http://www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-blog
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Advent-At-Home 
 

Over the Thanksgiving weekend you were invited to pick-up, or had delivered to you,  
an Advent-at-home kit that had several materials to help you experience Advent at home.   

Though virtual worship and at-home Advent is not what any of us hoped for, we are leaning  
into 2020 and celebrating that it allows us to bring some of these traditions home. 

 

 Prayer During Advent 
Included in the Advent-at-home kit were devotionals for your household. While most kits included  
the “Those Who Dream” devotional, some also included a family devotional for your use. If you need 
an additional or an electronic copy of either of these, please contact Eileen in the front office and we 
can make sure to get these to you.  No matter which devotional you use, you are invited to pray 
individually, but together as a community with interactive devotions for each of us to “dig deeper”  
into “the reason for the season.” The daily devotional provides scripture, poetry prayers, visual art, 
reflections, and meditative prompts for the season of waiting.  The family devotional provides family 
friendly activities for each Sunday of Advent. 

 Advent Calendar 
This simple and family-friendly calendar provides a map of action prompts to guide your family 
through this season of waiting, up through Epiphany. 

 Advent Wreath 
Included in your kit was a flat “wreath” for you to use with votive candles.  You can color the wreath  
if you would like, or leave it as is. Our hope is that it reminds you of the Advent wreath we light at 
OPCC in our sanctuary, and brings the same amount of hope, peace, joy, and love to your home.  

 Candles for Christmas Eve 
Your kit included small white “taper” candles for use on Christmas Eve wherever you are – AND for 
helping us make a Christmas Eve video!  Please check out our website, http://www.opccdoc.org/
advent--christmas.html for instructions on how to participate in our Christmas Eve candle pass video! 

 Communion 
The practice of communion in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) does not require that we use 
blessed, or specific, elements when coming to the communion table. We’ve been able to commune 
with Christ and one another this whole time, no matter the elements, no matter the distance. And yet, 
we also know that communion is meaningful in ways we sometimes cannot grasp, and that having 
elements similar to those at church is important.  Your kit should have included enough communion 
for your household, one for each Sunday of Advent, along with one extra set. You may choose to use 
that additional communion during our Longest Night service, on Christmas Eve, or on Christmas Day. 

 

We hope you enjoy the OPCC At-Home-Advent Kit! If you did not receive one and would like to,  
know of someone else who would like one, or need any “re-fills”, please contact the church office. 

http://www.opccdoc.org/advent--christmas.html
http://www.opccdoc.org/advent--christmas.html
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In-Person Prayer Service 
POSTPONED 

  

While the weather is cold and unpredictable, we will 
postpone our in-person prayer service until it is safe 
and comfortable to resume. Please stay tuned for 

additional worship experience opportunities as they 
form. Thank you for your commitment to worship 

experiences with OPCC! 
 
 

Virtual Worship Options 
 

We continue to offer our worship experience online, 
and are always looking for more ways to “bring it 

home” to you so that you still feel a part of our wider 
Christian community in the midst of these 

unprecedented times. Join us on Sundays at 
10:30am on Facebook, or on our Worship This Week 
page on our website, for our worship services. You 
can also view these services any time after they go 

live as they are archived in both places. The worship 
order is available each Sunday on our Worship This 

Week Page on our website. Please comment, or 
send an email to let us know you are “with us.”  Even 
if you think “oh, they know we’re watching,” we’re not 

100% sure how many watch each week – so a 
comment on the video, or an email to the front office 

each week is extremely helpful (office@opccdoc.org)! 
 
 

Worship by Phone 
 

If you do not have a computer, smart phone, or tablet, 
but still want to worship with us virtually,  

you can join us over the phone!  
  

Just call 913-299-9002 from your home or cell 

phone on Sunday morning, or any time throughout 
the week when you are available, to listen to the 
scripture, meditation, prayer, and song on your 

phone! You can even call in as many times as you 
would like to listen to the service again. The worship 

service remains up until Saturday night when the 
audio switches to the new Sunday worship audio. 
Though there are minor differences accounting for 
visual vs. auditory worship, the audio is the same 

music, message, and more each week, continuing to 
connect us no matter how we worship!  If you would 
like to receive a mailed copy of our worship order so 
that you can follow along by phone, please contact 

Eileen in the front office (913-677-4646 or 
office@opccdoc.org) to let her know that you would 
like a copy of the worship order mailed each week. 

Zoom Links and Update 
 

Whatever gathering you are hoping to attend, 
you can join Zoom in one of two ways.  

Both manners of joining will allow you to 
participate with the various meetings listed 

throughout this newsletter.  
 

• You can download Zoom to your computer, 
tablet, or cell phone, and after creating an 
account, you can join the meetings by 
clicking on each weblink. 

 

• You call into Zoom from your phone (home 
or cell), to any of these numbers below and 
utilize the Meeting ID listed  in the 
newsletter to join that specific meeting. 

 

○ (346) 248-7799 
○ (301) 715-8592 
○ (312) 626-6799 

 
 

Virtual Community  
at OPCC 

 

Please continue to check out our OPCC 
Website and Facebook pages for information 

on how to “be community” even when we aren’t 
physically in the same space. Nearly 

everything we are doing virtually is available on 
our website, www.opccdoc.org.  

 

• http://www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-
blog  (Weekly Worship available here!) 

• http://www.opccdoc.org/a-community-of-
voices-blog  (General/Community) 

• http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals 
(Virtual Memorial/Funeral Services) 

 

You can also visit our Facebook page where 
these same things are being shared. By visiting 

these events and information through 
Facebook, it gives an interactive aspect to 
worship. However, we are aware that not 

everyone enjoys Facebook, and so we will 
continue to share information and opportunities 

on both our website and Facebook page. 
 
 

Volunteers for  
Virtual Worship Leading 

 

We continue to need volunteers who will share  
some of the elements of worship, virtually. 
Please contact Rev. Laura if this is you! 

http://www.opccdoc.org
http://www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-blog
http://www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-blog
http://www.opccdoc.org/a-community-of-voices-blog
http://www.opccdoc.org/a-community-of-voices-blog
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals
http://www.facebook.com/opccdoc
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Middlers Sunday CE Class 
 

Need some light? 
"If only you would tear open the  

heavens and come down!" (Isaiah 64:1)  
 

Advent is the season in which we watch, wait, and 
prepare to bear witness to the coming of the true 

light of God's presence in Jesus Christ. We prepare 
to celebrate a "holy day" — the day God came down 

among us in human flesh. In this study we will 
explore the lives of people who witnessed the 

miracle in the Incarnation. We will reflect on these 
stories and become stronger witnesses with them to 

the one light that will never be overcome. 
 

Add some LIGHT to your holiday! Join us on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom to learn and 

reflect on these stories of The Light of the World.   
 

• Please email our church office to find out how to 
connect with the Middlers Sunday Morning Class. 

 

Peggy Moore will be leading this study. 
 
 

Music Department 
 

Bell & Chancel Choirs Zoom Chat: 
 

As we continue social distancing, we invite all 
members of the Chalice Chancel Choir and 

Reverberations Bell Choir to join us online via  
Zoom for some reconnection time and an 
opportunity to share ideas for music in our 

upcoming online worship videos. Look in your 
emails for the information to tune in on 

Wednesdays, December 2, 16, & 30, 7-8pm. 
 

• Please email our Director of Music Mary Beth 
Boucher to find out how to connect with this 
gathering of our music ministry! 

 
Seeking Musical Talent: 

 

If you have a musical talent to offer our 
congregation or know of someone we should 

personally invite, please contact Director of Music 
Mary Beth Boucher at 913.488.7796 or 

marybethboucher2@gmail.com. 
 
 

Free Walker! 
Nancy Corbin has a new, never-been-used walker  

to give away to the first person who calls her.  
If you are interested and do not have Nancy’s  

phone number, please contact the church office.  

Advent Opportunities 
Girlfriends & Men’s Fellowship 

 

Join OPCC in enriching our Advent season by 
joining with a Zoom community to watch and 

discuss "Incarnation: Rediscovering the 
Significance of Christmas." This is a four week 

study written by Adam Hamilton that will explore 
the significance of God becoming flesh: God 
who lived and walked right here on our earth. 
The study examines the names that prophets, 

the shepherds, and the angels called him, 
including Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, 
Light of the World, and Word Made Flesh. 

 

This Zoom class will be offered through the 
MEN’S GROUP on Saturday mornings,  
9:00am - 10:00 am on November 28,  

and December 5, 12, & 19.  
 

Wayne Moore and Emerson Hartzler  
will be leading this class 

 

• Please email our church office to find out how 
to connect with the Men’s Fellowship Group 

 

GIRLFRIENDS will offer this same study by 
Zoom on Wednesday nights, 7:00pm - 8:00pm,  

on December 2, 9, 16, and 23.  
 

Peggy Moore will be teaching this class.  
 

• Please email our church office to find out how 
to connect with the Girlfriends Group 

 

 

Contact Peggy Moore for more information 
about this Advent study. 

 

 
 

Church Office Closings 

Friday, December 25, Monday, December 28, 
and Friday, January 1.  

 

Winter Weather Closings 
Any changes about having in-person worship or 
not, holding things virtually or otherwise, will all 
be communicated to you by way of phone tree, 
email, OPCC Facebook, and OPCC website. 
Please use your own judgment in choosing to 

come to the OPCC building when winter weather 
arrives. If these last 9 months have taught us 

anything, it’s that we will still remain community 
and still “be the church” no matter where we are! 

mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20Middler's%20Zoom
mailto:marybethboucher2@gmail.com?subject=Choir%20and%20Bells%20Zoom
mailto:marybethboucher2@gmail.com?subject=Choir%20and%20Bells%20Zoom
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20Men's%20Fellowship%20Group
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20Girlfriends%20Group
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Family Life Ministries 
contact Associate Pastor Rev. Chuck Pickrel at 
chuck@opccdoc.org or ext. 228 for more info 

about Children and Youth Ministries 
 

Advent has started and that means it's time to  
talk about Children and Youth Christmas Activities!  

We won't let the pandemic stop us from  
celebrating together in safe ways.  

Here are a couple of things to look forward to: 
 

• Family Christmas Photo Scavenger Hunt: 
Families will work together to take hilarious 
Advent/Christmas themed photos while 
completing objectives from a list. We'll meet in  
the Church parking lot both to get started and to 
tally points afterward. THERE WILL BE A PRIZE 
for the winning team!  Families with children and 
youth of all ages are invited to take part. Masks 
will be required and each team will need to 
provide a driver. A date has not yet been set,  
but more information will be available ASAP. 

 

• Children/Youth Secret Santa Christmas Party: 
Everyone will be assigned a random name to  
buy a gift for. Gifts are to be left on the doorstep  
of your assigned persons house. Then we'll gather 
on ZOOM to open the gifts and figure out who our 
Secret Santa is. Each person will also receive a 
gift bag from the church with Treats for the "party". 
The price limit for gifts will be $10. We'll have a 
separate party for Children and for Youth.  
Please notify Rev. Chuck ASAP if your child/youth 
will be participating! 

 

You are loved and valued beyond measure! 
 

Blessings, 
Chuck 
 

Growing in God’s Love: Virtual 
Family Faith Formation 

 

Throughout December OPCC families are invited to 
continue joining for a time of faith formation by a  

Zoom gathering on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  
Please check your email for more information on 

how we will continue to stay connected! 
 

• Please email Rev. Chuck to find out how to 
connect with this Faith Formation for Families 
opportunity. 

 

Youth Group  
 

we will be taking some extra precautions for Youth 
 

As part of our Outreach-Mission efforts at 
Overland Park Christian Church, we are a 

partner organization with MORE
2
 (Metropolitan 

Organization for Racial and Economic Equity). 
However, we are more than just a pastor-led 
partner, and invite you to join in our efforts. 
After a successful Transformation Event,  
we hope you plan to attend one of these  

MORE
2
 opportunities this month! 

 

• Kansas Issues to Action Night – this is where 
we decide the work that is important to us, 
where we discuss how we can work towards 
racial and economic equity in Kansas. 
○ December 21, 6:30 – 8:00pm Online by 

way of Zoom (Click Here to register )  

• MORE
2
 Board Meeting – the leaders of 

MORE
2
 determine the direction of the 

organization and implement strategic 
planning to see this important work to 
fruition.  OPCC has two spots available on 
the MORE

2
 board – won’t you take part in 

directing this important work? 
○ December 29, 6:00 – 7:30pm Online by 

way of Zoom (Email Rev. Laura for more!) 

• Local Training – MORE
2
 will provide a Zoom 

training experience that teaches more about 
the ins-and-outs of organizing teams around 
issues that matter to us. As a member 
organization of MORE

2
 we can benefit 

greatly from these trainings.  This year you 
can join the training from the comfort of your 
home!  Please mark your calendars for 
Saturday, February 13

th
, and further details 

will be available in coming weeks. 

2020 Tall Oaks Gala  
  

Thank you for your participation and generous 
gift/donations to Tall Oaks Camp and Conference 

Center. We are thrilled to have your support! 
Through your donations, we have been able to 
continue to work towards serving our guests in 
ways that allow them to develop into their own 
personal strengths. The facilities, services, and  

programs foster renewal, growth, relaxation, 
leadership, and learning in a natural  

environment that's designed for  
everyone! You truly make the  

difference for us, and we  
are extremely grateful! 

mailto:chuck@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20Growing%20in%20God's%20Love%20Zoom
mailto:https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwoceugqDosG9T0mJpOsMtG9o_oKVhVzbv2
mailto:laura@opccdoc.org?subject=I%20would%20like%20to%20join%20the%20MORE2%20Board%20meeting!
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Our regional ministry works to: 
• Connect congregations to each other 
• Foster faith development 
• Develop resources and guidelines to cope  

with COVID-19 
• Gather Disciples in camps, conferences,  

and assemblies 
• Nurture the development of a new generation  

of pastors 
• Assist churches in calling new ministers 
• Interpret the global mission of the Church 
• Represent the Church in ecumenical gatherings 
• Counsel and pray with those troubled of spirit 
• Lead the Church to address racism 
• Inspire leaders to experiment and create 
• Witness to the power of God to make things new 

 

The Christmas Special Day offering supports  
all of these and many other ministries of our  

Kansas City region. Your generous gifts make a 
difference in our shared ministries as Disciples in 

Greater Kansas City.  The Christmas Special 
Offering will be received in our worship services  

on December 13 and 20.  We hope you will join in 
making a gift towards these miracles to bless the 
ministries of our Region carried out through the 
Disciples congregations of Greater Kansas City. 

 

Gifts may be made on our OPCC website by 
choosing “Click Here to Donate Online” and then 

“Click Here to Donate to OPCC.” You can make your 
donation on the line called “Christmas Offering.”  Or 
you may designate all or part of your check for this 

offering and mail it to the church.  THANK YOU! 

When they saw the star, they  
rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

 

- Matthew 2:10 
 

Our finest gifts supporting the Ministries of our Region. 

Christmas Gifts at OPCC 
 

Whether it’s for a dearly beloved grandmother 
who passed away this year, a parent who has 
been gone for years, a neighbor who brings 
joy this day and more, or a friend who gives 

laughter and comfort – there are many 
reasons to purchase a “gift” from OPCC this 
Advent season.  We have several ministries 

that would benefit from your purchasing a gift 
in honor or in memory of a loved one! 

 $50 donation to OPCC will help us support 
the ministries of Interfaith Hospitality 
Network. In the absence of our ability to 
host families and individuals in our church 
building, $50 supports one family for one 
night in a local hotel where they also have 
access to a kitchenette. 

 $25 donation to OPCC will help us support 
the current and graduate clients of Interfaith 
Hospitality Network. Whether it’s a food 
card to help current clients buy groceries for 
the week, or a Target/Walmart gift card that 
will allow graduates of IHN to purchase 
Christmas gifts for their families, your gift 
will make Christmas all that much brighter 
for our IHN families 

 $15 donation to OPCC will help our Food 
Pantry provide a turkey for our food pantry 
clients. Our December 19 food pantry 
provides a meal for the special holiday, as 
well as additional needs throughout the 
month. Your $15 donation will help us 
support these clients so they can have a 
very special holiday this year. 

 

If you would like to purchase a gift in honor  
or in memory of a loved one, we will honor 

your gift by listing your and your loved ones’ 
name(s) in our December 20 and Christmas 

Eve worship outline.  When purchasing a gift, 
please indicate in a note, or in the memo line, 
any necessary information about this special 
Christmas purchase so that Michelle knows 

how to list it on our worship bulletin. 

 
 

Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

Thank you to all who participated  
in the Congregational Meeting by mail.  
The vote for our 2021 budget passed,  

and we will continue with the ministries and 
work of Overland Park Christian Church! 

http://www.opccdoc.org
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Fake Emails “from” Rev. Laura 
 

Unfortunately, in this time when so many have moved fellowship and community online, those who seek to 
disrupt and take advantage of these experiences seems to have also increased.  Some of you, only a few of 
you, seem to have received a fake email or two “from” Rev. Laura (not really from her) and we want to share 
some tools with you so that you can spot a fake email from a real one. 

• The first way to spot a fake email is that Rev. Laura will never ask you for money over email, or gift cards. 
If Rev. Laura is inviting you to donate to the church, she will always invite you to give through our secure 
online giving platform, (http://www.opccdoc.org/online-giving.html) or by more traditional ways of giving to 
the church such as mailing or dropping off a physical check.   
○ Though we do accept gift cards for ministries like IHN, and we have the ministry of our Scrip Cards, 

Rev. Laura will NEVER ask you to take a photo of a gift card, or ask you to mail a gift card to 
anywhere except the church building. 

The other way to spot a fake email is a little more discreet, but we hope to help you with this. You’ll notice 
in the photos below that while the name is similar in both — Pastor Laura Phillips, and Laura Phillips — 
the email address themselves are different.  One attempt by hackers is to create a fake, yet real, email 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

• It appears thus far that only those individuals whose emails are available on our website (like staff) have 
received these emails.  This leads us to believe that none of our emails have actually been “hacked,” only 
“spoofed” as someone has created a fake email address using Rev. Laura’s name. 

 

If you ever have any question about the veracity of an email, or a text message, coming from Rev. Laura or 
any of the OPCC staff, please call the church office. Eileen and our staff will always be happy to answer any 
questions you have.  
 

 

Property Commission 
 

Pray that each of you had an enjoyable Thanksgiving and are staying healthy. We are doing everything 

1. Late October we had two salt applications done to the sidewalks and parking lot. Pray that we have fewer 
snow, ice events this winter. 

2. The Lawn & Sprinkler Guys were out to shut off and blow out our sprinkler lines. 
3. Cintas was out to do the annual inspection/repairs to all the 23 fire extinguishers (replaced two under 

warranty, recharged one), test all the exit lights (replaced batteries in two), and tested all the emergency 
lights.  

4. Freedom Electric has replaced the three lawn spot lights that shine on the sanctuary with LED lights.  
5. Full Chimney Service has scoped the two Fireside Room fireplaces (one inside & one outside), took 

pictures of flue tile separations and condition of top of fire box as it leads to the tile flues. Waiting for 
report and estimated costs to bring them up to code.  

6. Landscaping has cleaned up all gardens and put away all the hoses for the winter. Jan Sprinkle has put 
together a lovely Christmas pot arrangement placed at front entrance. 

Submitted by Lee Sprinkle, Property Chair 

http://www.opccdoc.org/online-giving.html
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Prayer List 
 

Prayers of Concern 
 

 Raelene Berry  
 Marian Bilyea & Rick Everist 
 Tanya Booker (Shirley McGee’s daughter) 
 Pat Brennan (Maurica Campbell’s friend) 
 Joyce Brooker 
 Barbara Cash (Jody Cash’s sister-in-law)  

 Phyllis Cooke 
 Julie Dean 
 Steven Eckman  (Lisa Setty’s uncle) 
 Lorraine Hartnett 
 Carol Huffman (Peggy Fach’s sister-in-law)  
 Audrey Lavely  
 Kenneth McBride (Calvin McBride’s brother) 
 Rhonda Phelps (Roger Claar’s sister) 
 Ada Phillips (Teresa Phillips’ mother) 
 Randy Phillips (Laura Phillips’ father) 
 Barbara Sheldon 
 Earl Sheldon 
 Leslie Smith (Calvin McBride’s friend) 
 Billie Warden 
 Joe & Jean Zacher 

 

Continued Prayers 
 

 Mary Aelmore  
 Margo Brown 
 Frances Bruning 
 Maurica Campbell 
 Nancy Coffman 
 Barb Collins 
 Nancy Corbin 
 Lawana Degraffenreid 
 Gary Eilert (Jan & Ed Eilert’s son) 
 Jan Eilert 
 Laurel Elliott  
 June Faltermeier (Nancy Coffman’s sister) 
 Pat Frisbie (Maurica Campbell’s friend) 
 Pat Gray 
 Donna & Marshall Howard 
 Rowena Hutchinson 
 Shirley McGee 
 Florene Miele 
 Teresa Phillips 
 Lori Rapoff (Laurel Elliott's daughter)  
 Ann Sandler 
 Sandy Teeple 
 Gordon & Iline Toms  
 Doris Watts  

 

Military Prayer List 
 

 Jamie Crowe (Bo & Chris Crowe’s son) 
 Cameron McDonough (Cathy Wilson’s son) 
 SSG Edward Pinkelman, Jr. (Ed & Kathy 

Pinkelman’s son) 

Coronavirus Prayer List 
 

 Mike & Karen Barrett (Bev Barrett’s son and 
daughter-in-law) 

 The Bayer family 
 Charmaine Cherrell (Monica Fuentes’ friend) 
 Phyllis Cooke 
 Vicki Dercher (Executive Director of IHN) 
 Ronita & Mike Espinoza (Monica Fuentes’ 

niece and her husband) 
 Garden Terrace  
 Kristin Klontz (Lois Wimpey's niece)  
 Lakeview Community 
 Bryan & Mandy Maleta (Kellie Bivens’ friends) 
 Amelia Pantoja (Monica Fuentes’ sister)  
 Carma & Matt Roberts (Jimmy Reynolds’ 

daughter & son-in-law)  
 Villa St. Francis Care Center  
 Billie Warden 
 

Condolences 
 

 to the family of Ruth Freeman on her death 
on November 1. 

 to the family of Ina Fern McBride on her death 
on November 18. 

 to the family of Judy Zeman on her death on 
November 29. 

 
To add or remove persons from this or any of  
the prayer lists, please contact Michelle Reiter  

at ext. 223 or michelle@opccdoc.org 
 
 

Thank You 
 

I want to express my sincere gratitude for all the 
kindnesses shown to me following Bill’s death.  
I am thankful for all the cards, calls, and the 
wonderful meal from the Girlfriends group. This 
is all so appreciated. 
    ~ JoLynn Sloan  
 
 

Virtual Options  
for Funerals 

 

We recognize that it is incredibly hard to grieve 
“in” community when we cannot actually be in 

community much right now. To that end we hope 
you have taken the opportunity to join in the 

celebration of life services for our members who 
have passed away in the last several months. 

We have a page on our website for “Digital 
Funerals” that provides an opportunity to watch 

each of these services from your computer, 
tablet, or smart phone. You can watch them on 
our OPCC Facebook Page, or visit our OPCC 

Digital Funerals Page for more information. 

http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals
http://www.facebook.com/opccdoc
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals


 

Your OPCC Staff 
 

913-677-4646 
 

info@opccdoc.org  
(general church e-mail address) 

 

Senior Pastor ........................... Laura Phillips 
 laura@opccdoc.org  ext. 222 
 

Associate Pastor ...................... Chuck Pickrel 
 chuck@opccdoc.org  ext. 228 
 

Congregational Care ................ Sharon McBride  
 slmcbride19421965@gmail.com  ext. 224 
 

Music Director .......................... Mary Beth Boucher 
 marybeth@opccdoc.org  ext. 229 
 

Accompanist ............................ Julie Dean 
 missjupes@gmail.com 
 

Communications Coordinator/ 
Bookkeeper .............................. Michelle Reiter 
 michelle@opccdoc.org  ext. 223 
 

Receptionist ............................. Eileen McIntyre 
 office@opccdoc.org  ext. 221 
 

Building & Grounds .................. Lee Sprinkle 
 lee@opccdoc.org  ext. 237 

The OPCC Scene is generally published  
the first Thursday of each month.  

Copy deadline for next issue is  
January 5 for January 7 mailing. 

Help us reduce paper and postage costs! 
If you would like to be removed from  

this mailing list or to receive this publication  
by e-mail, please contact Michelle Reiter  

at 913-677-4646, ext. 223, or 
michelle@opccdoc.org 

 

Your 2020-2021 OPCC Board of Directors 
 

Theresa Krebs .................................... Chair 
 

David Collins ................................ Vice Chair  
 

Terri Bookless ............................... Secretary 
 

Pat Gilling ..................................... Treasurer 
 

Gretta Earnest ............. Commission Liaison 
 

Sue Elliott ............. Leadership Development 

Year-end tax strategies for U.S. givers 

provided by The Christian Church Foundation https://www.christianchurchfoundation.org/ 

As Dec. 31 approaches, taxpayers are organizing their finances to prepare for filing their income 
taxes. This year, Congress passed the CARES Act to provide taxpayers economic relief during the 
pandemic. This relief may increase your ability to support church and other charitable causes, helping 
others through this difficult time. 

The three key tax-wise strategies for charitable giving include: 

1. Persons over the age of 70½ may still use qualified charitable distributions (QCDs) for their 
charitable giving, despite Congress ‘permanently’ raising the age for RMDs to 72 and suspending 
RMDs for 2020. For eligible seniors, this is often the most tax-effective way to give.  

2. Donating appreciated stock can save the capital gains tax, allowing donors to reduce the net cost of 
their giving. 

3. Non-itemizers can take a tax deduction for up to $300 of cash charitable contributions (called an 
“above the line” deduction) in 2020.  

The CARES Act temporarily increased the limit for cash contributions from 60 percent to 100 percent of 
adjusted gross income. 

Senior donors eligible to make qualified charitable distributions should be aware that, if using an “IRA 
Checkbook”, those gifts must be deposited by the charity no later than Dec. 31 in order to count as a 
current year gift. Distributions made through your IRA administrator do not have this same requirement. 

The Christian Church Foundation is here to help with your questions. Call us at 800-668-8016.  
Or contact Kirby Gould, CCF Vice-President of the Greater KC area, at kgould@ccf.disciples.org or 

(816) 665-8446. Please also consult with your investment, legal, or tax advisers. 


