
The OPCC Scene · 1 

Volume 16 Issue 6                         June 2020 

 

The OPCC  
Scene 

 

Overland Park Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

 

7600 West 75th Street  

Overland Park, KS 66204 

913.677.4646 

www.opccdoc.org   •   www.facebook.com/opccdoc   •   @opccdoc (Twitter)  

 

Lines from Laura 
 

When I first started seminary I didn’t yet know what I wanted to do with a Master of Divinity degree,  
but I was pretty sure I wasn’t called to congregational ministry.  I didn’t have a good reason other than 
it just didn’t seem like the place for me.  If you had told me then, that fifteen years later, a time would 
come when I’d be walking with a congregation through a global pandemic that caused us to stop 
meeting in person, and doing exclusively online worship services and meetings, I would have laughed 
and appreciated your intense sci-fi imagination.  
 

Yet, here we are.  And now, making matters more complicated and emotional, we’re also in the midst 
of a crucible moment, another pandemic in our nation regarding racism, unjust policing, and violence.  
To call this a “difficult time” is a profound understatement.  I am exhausted, and I’m pretty sure most 
of you are, too.  
 

Depending on the news station we watch the most, we want to lay the blame at the feet of different 
groups and individuals.  There is plenty of blame to go around, however, and if we are honest and 
courageous enough to see it, the blame lands at all of our feet.  Not specifically YOURS, but at our 
national dialogue that has been so good at avoiding these issues and pretending they went away 
decades ago.  They did not.  
 

Talking about the many and manifold nuances of racism is exhausting enough when things are 
“normal.”  Now, when stress and trauma are already at a high from COVID-19 and the “Great Mask 
Wars of 2020,” we’re facing a whole new level of worn out.  That’s perhaps not the most ideal time to 
talk about something like this, and yet, is there ever an ideal time to talk about hard, uncomfortable, 
topics?  No.  We can always find excuses to continue kicking the can down the road, and those 
delays always make things worse, not better. 
 

Church, we are well-equipped to have these conversations.  Why?  Because we are Disciples of 
Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.  As followers of Christ, we have at our 
disposal a wealth of scripture and good theology to help us through, as well as an immense trove of 
bad examples from all the times in Christian history that the Church has gotten it wrong.  And we have 
the gifts, strength, and courage that God has placed into each of your hearts.  We can do this.  
 

(continued on next page) 
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Any time the dignity and imago dei (image of God) of a human being are denied because of their race, 
it is not only a sin against humanity – it is a sin against God.  And, because sin is an undeniable part of 
our human life, we have all been party to it at one point or another.  That doesn’t mean we aren’t good 
people.  Admitting to our mistakes doesn’t make us less, it helps us become more.  
 

The only thing we have to fear is the damage our denial does to our siblings in Christ and our own 
souls.  Rev. Sandhya Jha, who came to OPCC about 5 years ago to assist our visioning project, 
suggests that by NOT having these conversations, and by NOT addressing the hurt to our brown and 
black siblings, it is in fact causing us moral injury.  That is, it is damaging our souls. 
 

As we celebrate and honor 70 (SEVENTY!) years of ministry, we’ll be addressing the concurrent 
pandemics of COVID-19 and racism head on.  We have a committee currently reading through loads  
of research and best-practices so that we can start making decisions about the next steps in a gradual 
return to in-person life at the church.  These recommendations are forthcoming.  You can see in the 
next article that we are honoring our “movie theater heritage” by spending 7 weeks of worship guided 
by theological themes found in a movie for each decade of our history. In addition I pray that each of 
you will consider watching the movie Just Mercy that has been made available FREE on just about 
every streaming option out there (https://www.justmercyfilm.com), and then joining us for a moderated 
conversation on Thursday, June 18, at 5:30pm.  Information on how to join this conversation will be 
forthcoming. 
 

If you would like to talk privately about either our COVID-19 response or racism and current events in 
the life of our nation, I would be glad to have that conversation.  Give me a call or send a text or email 
and we can set up a time to talk.  We have proven, time and time again, that we can do hard things 
because of the strength and humility we find in Jesus Christ.  I believe in you, and I believe in us, 
almost as much as I believe in the One who sent Christ to us.  
 

We belong to God, and we belong to one another.  I pray our ministries will continue to reflect this truth. 
 

Rev. Laura 
 
 

As we approach the 70th anniversary of Overland Park Christian Church, you might recall that  
our congregation began by meeting in a movie theater, the Rio Theater in downtown Overland Park.   

In 1975 we continued to find God at the movies by expanding the worship experience to include a  
drive-in worship at the Fox Theater (now demolished).  Leading up to our anniversary (officially on  

July 2!), we will explore God at the Movies, looking at the theological themes present in a movie from 
each decade we’ve been sharing the Good News.  In addition to referencing these movies in our 

worship experiences, we invite you to follow along and watch them if you are able. We are exploring 
ways to share clips from these movies, either in our virtual worship experiences and/or on our website, 
so that we can enjoy further discussion of lessons we’ve learned when we found God at the movies.   

 

◼ June 7 – The Sound of Music 
◼ June 14 – Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and the Island of Misfit Toys 
◼ June 21 – Star Wars IV: A New Hope 
◼ June 28 – E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial 
◼ July 5 – The Lion King 
◼ July 12 – Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
◼ July 19 – Mr. Rogers 
 Won’t You Be My Neighbor Documentary, or 
 A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood (w/ Tom Hanks) 

 

In addition to each of these movies that each represent a decade of ministry at OPCC, we invite you  
to also watch the movie Just Mercy as we engage in a conversation about racism in the United States. 

Just Mercy has been made available for free streaming on nearly every streaming/cable  
service out there, throughout the month of June, to facilitate these conversations.  

Visit this website to find out how you can watch it for free, https://www.justmercyfilm.com  
and then join OPCC for a discussion about the movie on Thursday, June 18 at 5:30pm.  

We Found 
God at the 

Movies 

https://www.justmercyfilm.com
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A Word from Our General Minister and President 
 

“I consider the sufferings of this present time  
not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.  

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.”  
Romans 8:18 – 19, NRSV 

 
Dear beloved Disciples, 
 

We are hurting. 
 

We are haunted and outraged by the anguished cries of George Floyd, the gasp of “I can’t breathe” 
as a police officer knelt on his neck until the breath was completely taken from him. Floyd’s murder, 
like that of Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Aubery in recent weeks, is just the latest in a long history of 
violence against Black and Brown people in our country. The protests that are happening in big 
cities and small towns across the nation are an outpouring of grief and anger born of centuries of 
pain and injustice. 
 

As members of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), we condemn this injustice. We weep not 
only for George Floyd, but for the entire system of oppression that has kept us from seeing each 
other as beloved children of God. 
 

Racism and the denial of human dignity is counter to the call of Jesus Christ. Racism is a sin that 
breaks the heart of God. 
 

Disciples, we call ourselves a Pro-Reconciling, Anti-Racist church. We have named it as a mission 
priority, and we have worked hard – though often imperfectly – to live that out in every expression of 
our ministry. In this moment, when protests rage and our hearts are broken again and again, we 
need to be the church we say we are. 
 

We know that this moment calls for more than statements and prayers. In this moment, God is 
calling us to act. 
 

We invite you to accept this call to action in one or more of these ways: 
1. Add your name to this statement affirming your commitment to Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-

Racism as a mission priority of our church. (form online) 
2. Educate yourself about the history of systemic racism in this country and the ways racial 

injustice impacts every bit of our life together, from education and health care to jails and 
courtrooms and financial institutions. There are many good resources for learning; we’ve 
consolidated some of them here and will keep this page updated regularly. 

3. Join in town hall discussions hosted by Disciples leaders about how the church can do more 
to help dismantle systems of racism. These virtual gatherings will be held later this summer; 
be sure to sign up for Disciples News Service email updates for more information. 

4. Get to work in your own community or church. Each context is different, so work where you 
are and with what you have. We want to hear from you about what you’re doing. Send a 
photo, video, or short paragraph describing what you’re doing to news@disciples.org,  
or tag us on social media (Facebook and Instagram: @christianchurchdoc;  
Twitter: @DisciplesNews) with #ccdoc. We’ll share 
those stories here so we can support and inspire  
one another in this hard, holy calling. 

 

Something is happening right now, Church,  
and the Spirit of God is moving in it.  
May we be bold enough to join the work. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President 
Rev. April Johnson, Minister of Reconciliation 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q-gagBgbHHEcEx8PKHLUwqNeuCeNJwgca3BxzIvU_DOqlAVSbqro5-hVrhVlTlPoZfpxmSYKryUKzSJBndiR7yHNFt11r4_ToBUH6Rm9uFKz003Erv_ts5QeLAf-s-mzUw1NQfCo-uRkDnZB8f9GWvjxEHEYw-dxrG4Jy050jqrIblrEJxaMdPSDCGX5av3l778trHG0T47yijrndVBZsiJM1r9tXkn8&c=q
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q-gagBgbHHEcEx8PKHLUwqNeuCeNJwgca3BxzIvU_DOqlAVSbqro5-hVrhVlTlPoXCld8yomrs9Zq_bi-4ffB2whSKOJXSfsiiSik8l-_9iZG1Hmoo5aspuxd4t15iRGXqPr6LFxSbNAv3wHWH9N3W7oGBJUFT9VPYm7djF5BTsJHf4egQ6z8-AKYARsCDAaaH52qZVJeL4=&c=qX8Byn4Dxm81z6i5bptCm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q-gagBgbHHEcEx8PKHLUwqNeuCeNJwgca3BxzIvU_DOqlAVSbqro5-hVrhVlTlPoXCld8yomrs9Zq_bi-4ffB2whSKOJXSfsiiSik8l-_9iZG1Hmoo5aspuxd4t15iRGXqPr6LFxSbNAv3wHWH9N3W7oGBJUFT9VPYm7djF5BTsJHf4egQ6z8-AKYARsCDAaaH52qZVJeL4=&c=qX8Byn4Dxm81z6i5bptCm
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q-gagBgbHHEcEx8PKHLUwqNeuCeNJwgca3BxzIvU_DOqlAVSbqro5_AJUhB612ZPlrPJIi6eC98pJ1T6riPsmTfQQer1afjydxWR7kAKLFKWHq1icX5DPjrShgDubZL9w-KF99Oq8PgchLqko_ilwuCVsvs_XUbGwbensI-7U_ppliBc-2mgRQ==&c=qX8Byn4Dxm81z6i5bptCmW4wtvxQYjCr7E_MhT53o
mailto:news@disciples.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Q-gagBgbHHEcEx8PKHLUwqNeuCeNJwgca3BxzIvU_DOqlAVSbqro5wavvhGhGsqH07J6gIUAZKhKUbMXwghgMibFQSKVGsbIrLihrCPcIogk1MPtK_i7WcYJNbhnOuCiPO6tKpA3deDcVh2S8q1k_EbGdL6xwNRB9gGM6KBNpB0UyJ8bSNrSOiA6BLHa7kd4XRbb75iAr9qrj62hZZlfaQ==&c=qX8Byn4Dx
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Important Zoom Update 
 

Many of our groups have continued to meet by way 
of Zoom, an audio/video conferencing program. 
YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR ZOOM APP/

PROGRAM AND CHANGE YOUR PASSWORD.  
As Zoom has increased its own security, it has 

updated the program. To make sure that you have 
the most seamless experience, please make sure 
you are using the most up to date version of the 

app/program on your device or computer and 
CHANGE YOUR PASSWORD.  

This will help ensure the safety and security  
for everyone on our calls! Thank you! 

 

of joining will allow you to participate with the 
various meetings listed throughout this newsletter.  

• Download Zoom to your computer, tablet, or cell 
phone, and after creating an account, you can 
join the meetings by clicking on the weblink. 

• Call into Zoom from your phone (home or cell),  
and utilize the Meeting ID to join a specific 
meeting.  

 

For Zoom connection phone numbers and for 
specific meeting ID numbers and passwords, 

contact the church office at 913-677-4646  
or office@opccdoc.org. 

 
 

OPCC Virtual Community  

 

Please continue to check out our OPCC Website 
and Facebook pages for information on how to  
“be community” even when we aren’t physically  

in the same space. Nearly everything we are  
doing virtually is available on our website, 

www.opccdoc.org. There are three blogs in 
particular that you will want to visit. 

• http://www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-blog  
(Weekly Worship available here!) 

• http://www.opccdoc.org/families-youth--children-
during-covid-19  (For Families) 

• http://www.opccdoc.org/a-community-of-voices-
blog  (General/Community) 

 

You can also visit our Facebook page  
where these same things are being shared.  

By visiting these events and information through 
Facebook, it gives an interactive aspect to worship. 
However, we are aware that not everyone enjoys 

Facebook, and so we will continue to share  
our information and opportunities on both our 

website and Facebook page. 

Nominations and OPCC 
Congregational Meeting 

 

The Leadership Development committee has 
concluded their important work of identifying 

those who are willing and able to serve OPCC in 

Given current circumstances, the OPCC Board 
voted to extend leadership positions as they are 
through July 31, 2020.  All OPCC members will 
receive a letter during the second week of June 

with a slate of officers and congregational 
leaders for voting by mail. The letter will include  

a pre-addressed, pre-stamped postcard for 
members to mark and send back to OPCC.   
We will then have a congregational meeting 

conducted through mail, with an added option of 
discussion by conference/video call on June 21.  

Please check your letter for information on  
how to join this congregational meeting.  

 
 

Search Committee Update 
 

The Associate Pastor/Youth Minister Search 
Committee met twice in May (by Zoom) to 

refocus. Bill Rose-Heim, our Regional Minister 
and President, was on the first call and assisted 
us with the next steps. A congregational profile 
and job posting have been sent to the regional 

office to post regionally and nationally. 
    

Check out the job description here,  
and send an email to our search team  
if you are interested or have questions!  

 
 

Updating Covenant Groups 
 

The OPCC list of active members and friends 
has been divided among 30+ elders and deacons 
who are calling each of our OPCC members and 

friends to check-in on them during this time.   
A huge, huge, thank you to our elders and 

deacons who are able to take on this 
responsibility and keep us connected right now!   

 

We are now looking for ways that these covenant 

participate, and made more robust by each 

to share with your covenant group, we hope you 
will participate fully so that we can continue to 

see God’s love and light in one another. 

http://www.opccdoc.org
http://www.opccdoc.org/worship-this-week-blog
http://www.opccdoc.org/families-youth--children-during-covid-19
http://www.opccdoc.org/families-youth--children-during-covid-19
http://www.opccdoc.org/a-community-of-voices-blog
http://www.opccdoc.org/a-community-of-voices-blog
http://www.facebook.com/opccdoc
http://www.opccdoc.org/uploads/2/1/0/7/21076190/ap_job_description.pdf
mailto:jobsearch@opccdoc.org
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Johnson County 
Interfaith Hospitality 

Network Update 
 

The question is constantly asked,  
"What about IHN during this pandemic?" 
This has been discussed often with the 

Board and how we should proceed.  
Our next scheduled host assignment is 
June 7-14. During the June 1st Board 
meeting we heard reasons to excuse 

ourselves from this rotation.  
As desperately as we wanted to help  
our guests during this stressful time,  

we had to put the safety of our volunteers 
first and decided we could not host  
IHN in our church building in June.  

We will reevaluate the availability of our 
building in August when our turn falls  

again during the week of August 23-30.  
 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who 
contribute their time, talents, and 

resources to this very important program.  
Please pray and lift up the homeless and 

the IHN program now and always. 

Coronavirus Fund Update 
 

We are overjoyed to share with you that our OPCC 
Coronavirus Fund has received nearly $22,000 in 
donations, and has been able to serve 22 different 
families including 18 adults and 13 children. Shortly 
after the US government announced the CARES Act 

that would result in a stimulus check to some US 
citizens and residents, but not all, the OPCC Board set 
up a Coronavirus Committee of 5 members to oversee 
the OPCC Coronavirus Fund to support our community 

members who may need more than the federal 
stimulus check can provide. If you or someone you 

know have been financially affected by the coronavirus 
and would like to apply as a recipient of this fund, 

please contact the church office, office@opccdoc.org 
or 913-677-4646 and you will be given an application.   

 

As many of us have already or will soon be receiving 
the federal stimulus check, and as you consider your 
own situation, we invite you to consider donating to  

the OPCC Coronavirus Fund. You can donate online 
http://www.opccdoc.org/online-giving.html or however 
you continue to financially support OPCC, and mark 

your donation for “OPCC Coronavirus Fund.”  
 

Thank you for all the ways you continue to keep  
OPCC in your prayers and support! 

Food Pantry Help Wanted Ads 

WANTED 
 

One-time Purchasing Agent:  Could you assist  
Rev. Laura and the Board in finding and helping to 
purchase a beverage cooler to hold dairy products? 
We know what we need and we have the name of  
a reliable sales representative, we just don’t have  
the time to follow through. As soon as the cooler  

is purchased and installed, we can begin to  
offer diary products to our panty guests.  
If you are interested, contact Rev, Laura. 

  
WANTED 

 

Have you ever thought, “I wonder if _____ knows  
of someone who needs some food?” If so, are you 
willing to pass along our pantry hours and contact 

information? We know there are still people out there 
who need a little help. Please spend some time and 
prayer creating your contact list of potential pantry 
guests. Then email our church office and we will 

reply to you with a message that you can forward to 
others with the pertinent information. If you would 
prefer a text message, we can offer that as well. 

NEEDED 
 

Our June Food Pantries will be  
Tuesday, June 9 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm and 
Saturday, June 27 from 9:30 – 11:30 am. 

We will again serve by placing pre-
packaged foods into people’s vehicles.  

If you can help out, please contact  
Jane Fletcher at (913) 449-5785.  

 
WANTED 

 

As we are looking toward moving our  
Food Panty distribution back into the 

building (someday, no definite plans yet), 
we know we will alter how we distribute 

food. We hope to go back to client choice, 
but maintaining social distancing.  

A church in Lee’s Summit has offered  
4 grocery carts (supermarket size, not 
Costco size) for our use. If anyone has  

a pickup, without a camper cover, and is 
willing to pick them up for us sometime this 

month, please contact our church office. 

mailto:office@opccdoc.org
http://www.opccdoc.org/online-giving.html
mailto:laura@opccdoc.org?subject=Food%20Pantry%20milk%20cooler
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Food%20Pantry%20advertising
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Food%20Pantry%20grocery%20carts


6 · The OPCC Scene  

Parker Sabal, son of Michelle & Al 
Sable and grandson of Carole Flagler, 
graduated from Shawnee Mission 
Northwest High School. Parker plans  
to attend Johnson County Community 
College in the fall. 
 

 
Alyssa Miller, granddaughter of Ann 
Sandler, will graduate from Francis 
Howell High School in St. Charles, MO 
on July 11.  She’s been accepted at 
Missouri State in Springfield, Missouri 
and will major in Marketing with an 
emphasis in advertising and promotion. 

 
 

Brooke Fritz, daughter of Susan & 
William Fritz and granddaughter of 
Joyce Brooker, graduated from the 
University of Georgia in May with a 
master of accountancy. Following 
graduation Brooke will complete the 
next three parts of the CPA and then 

work for Deloitte Accounting in Houston TX. 

2020 Graduates 
 

Congratulations and  
Best Wishes to each of these 

Graduates in our Faith Family!  

Choir and Bells 
 

We invite all members of the Chalice Chancel 
Choir and Reverberations Bell Choir to join us 

online via Zoom for some reconnection time and 
an opportunity to share ideas for music in our 

upcoming online worship videos. Tune in every 
other Wednesday at 5:00 pm (6/10, 6/24, 7/8): 
• Please email Interim Music Director Mary 

Beth Boucher to find out how to connect with 
this gathering of our music ministry! 

 

If you are not currently involved in RBC or CCC 

please contact Mary Beth Boucher by email,  
or by phone at 913.488.7796.  

 

Middlers CE Class 
 

Please join the Zoom meeting at 9:00am  
each Sunday to join in this life-giving 

conversation and support, following the 
“Feasting on the Word” curriculum:  

• Please email our church office to find out 
how to connect with the Middlers  

 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
 

The Men’s Fellowship Group continues to meet 
over Zoom, on the first Saturdays at 9:00am: 
• Please email our church office to find out 

how to connect with the Men’s Fellowship  
 

Girlfriends Check-In 
 

The Girlfriends Group has concluded their 
weekly meetings until September,  

but will be joining for a check-in on Zoom 
on Wednesday, June 10 at 7:00pm: 

• Please email our church office to find out 
how to connect with the Girlfriends Group 
 

Youth Group 
 

The OPCC Youth Group has continued their 
meetings over Zoom, each Sunday evening at 
7:30pm. Join us for fun, games, discussion, 
prayer, and more! 

• Please email our church office to find out 
how to connect with the OPCC Youth Group 

 

Care and Share  
 

Care & Share will not meet on June 24. Our 
July 19 date is pending. More information later.  

 

Empty Nesters 
 

We are cancelling the August 28 trip to the 
Chestnut Theater. We will try to re-schedule 

most of our events for 2020 to 2021. 

Music Department  
Staff Update 

 

Following a short, approved, leave-of-absence  
at the end of 2019 to the beginning of 2020,  
our Director of Music, Christopher Elliott, has 

made the decision not to return to this employed 
position with OPCC. We know he is keeping busy 
with his real estate business and continue to wish 
him well, thankful for the ministries we’ve shared 

at Overland Park Christian Church for the last  
10 years. We pray God’s blessings and look 

forward to seeing him “just in the pews” whenever 
we can worship together again in-person.  

 

The OPCC Personnel Commission, along with 
Rev. Laura, has begun the process of filling this 
position of Director of Music, and have engaged  

in some guiding conversations with the musicians 
most affected by this transition. Be on the  

lookout for an update soon! 

mailto:marybethboucher2@gmail.com?subject=Choir%20and%20Bells%20Zoom
mailto:marybethboucher2@gmail.com?subject=Choir%20and%20Bells%20Zoom
mailto:marybethboucher2@gmail.com?subject=Joining%20Bells%20or%20Choir
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20Middler's%20Zoom
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20Men's%20Fellowship%20Group
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20Men's%20Fellowship%20Group
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=Joining%20the%20OPCC%20Youth%20Group%20Zoom
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Family Ministry Updates 
 

Dear OPCC Families, 

May God be with you….This is my prayer for you.   

It is summer!  We here at OPCC want to partner with you and your family while we continue to stay apart 
but we are together in spirit.  Here are some ways we want to share how we can continue to be church:  

1. Included in this newsletter email we have provided a resource from The Salt Project called  
"GREAT AND SMALL" GUIDE TO THE MOST OKAYEST SUMMER EVER!  
If you receive your newsletter by USPS, we will ship a copy of this Summer Guide to you! 

a. The Okayest Summer Ever! also includes some audio files that we will share on our  
Families and Children blog.  

2. Books to read in response to the Black Lives Matter movement: 
a. https://www.docfamiliesandchildren.org/multicultural-stories 

3. Please visit our OPCCDOC website:  www.opccdoc.org and click on the Resources for Faith 
Formation for Family, Children and Youth on the front page to help you stay connected to the 
CW&W stories told by our CW&W storytellers.     

4. Tall Oaks Camp has been cancelled for most camps this year.  However, we are offering a way to 
experience camp at home.  Stay tuned for those details! 

5. Vacation Bible School is being planned for Wednesday evenings through the months of June and 
July.  Starting June 10

th
, 2020 via Zoom at 5:00 p.m. Our Theme:  The Lord’s Prayer.   We will be 

delivering a Summer VBS Bag June 8
th
 or 9

th
, 2020.   

a. Please send an email to Pastor Lisa to find out how to connect to our VBS Zoom! 

Remember I am here for you and your families.  Please do not hesitate to call if you need anything,  
even if we just pray together. 

Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Lisa Engelken 
(send Pastor Lisa an Email) 

Dear Friends, 
 

This year NAMI Johnson County had a virtual NAMI 
Walks event on May 30. If you would like to support 
my participation in NAMIWalks, the deadline for 
donations is July 6. Any donations are appreciated! 
 

Here are two ways you can donate to my team: 
 

Write a check to NAMI Walks and mail to my home: 
Doris Hamilton 
8348 England 

Overland Park, KS 66212 
 

Or you can sign up online at www.namiwalks.org.  

Click on “DONATE TO THIS EVENT” then find  
“Doris Hamilton” and click on “DONATE NOW” 
 

     Thank you, 
     Doris 

Tall Oaks Update 
 

By now many know that in-person camp has 
been suspended for the 2020 Camping season.  

If you had already registered for camp, a full 
refund will be issued to you automatically.   

The refunds will be processed by the Regional 
Camp and Conference Coordinator.  

If you have not yet received your refund, 
contact Michelle Reiter so she can put you  

in touch with the appropriate person.  
 

However, camp is not gone! The Regional 
Youth Cabinet and various Camp directors 

have been working hard to create some online 
experiences for anyone interested in camp. 

This will include some time with small groups 
and then activities in which you can engage at 
home during the day, along with a “camp box” 

that will be delivered to your house for your 
experience. Please watch your email for  
more information – for all ages of camp! 

https://www.docfamiliesandchildren.org/multicultural-stories
http://www.opccdoc.org
mailto:lengelken@dhm.disciples.org?subject=OPCC%20VBS%20Zoom%20Request
mailto:lengelken@dhm.disciples.org?subject=OPCC%20Children
mailto:michelle@opccdoc.org?subject=Tall%20Oaks%20Refund
mailto:michelle@opccdoc.org?subject=Tall%20Oaks%20Refund
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Prayer List 
 

Prayers of Concern 
 

 Marian Bilyea & Rick Everist 
 Pat Brennan (Maurica Campbell’s friend) 
 Maurica Campbell 

 Phyllis Cooke 
 Julie Dean 
 Bud & Sara Reiter Donaldson (Wally Reiter’s 

step-father & mother) 
 Rich Guthrie (Sharon McBride’s friend) 
 Lorraine Hartnett 
 Carol Huffman (Peggy Fach’s sister-in-law)  
 Barbara Killion 
 Audrey Lavely  

 Rhonda Phelps (Roger Claar’s sister) 
 Ada Phillips (Teresa Phillips’ mother) 
 Pat Phillips (Laura Phillips’ mother) 
 Randy Phillips (Laura Phillips’ father) 
 Earl Sheldon 
 Nadine Sheldon 
 Billie Warden 
 Joe & Jean Zacher 

 
Continued Prayers 

 

 Mary Aelmore  
 Margo Brown 
 Frances Bruning 
 Nancy Coffman 
 Barb Collins 
 Nancy Corbin 
 Lawana Degraffenreid 
 Gary Eilert (Jan & Ed Eilert’s son) 
 Jan Eilert 
 Laurel Elliott  
 June Faltermeier (Nancy Coffman’s sister) 
 Pat Frisbie (Maurica Campbell’s friend) 
 Pat Gray 
 Donna & Marshall Howard 
 Rowena Hutchinson 
 Ina Fern McBride 
 Shirley McGee 
 Florene Miele 
 Teresa Phillips 
 Lori Rapoff (Laurel Elliott's daughter)  
 Ann Sandler 
 Sandy Teeple 
 Gordon & Iline Toms  
 Wilma Townsend 
 Doris Watts  
 Evan Yoder (Cassy and Bob Evans’ grandson)  
 Judy Zeman 

 
Military Prayer List 

 
 

 Jamie Crowe (Bo & Chris Crowe’s son) 
 Cameron McDonough (Cathy Wilson’s son) 
 SSG Edward Pinkelman, Jr. (Ed & Kathy 

Pinkelman’s son) 

Condolences 
 

 to Jane Hitzelberger and family on the death 
of Ed Hitzelberger on May 18. A video of the 
funeral is now available on our website: 
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals/ed-
hitzelberger-funeral-service  

 to Anita Wiler and Tim Wiler and their families 
on the death of their mother, Arlene Wiler. 
After a time in hospice, Arlene passed away 
on June 3. Given the current situation with 
restrictions on gathering in person, the family 
has requested an online memorial service 
similar to our Sunday morning worship 
services. If you are able to share some 
memories of Arlene on a video, Rev. Laura 
will be happy to use them in this memorial 
service shared with her family and friends. 
You can “attend” the Celebration of Life by 
watching it on our website, or our Facebook 
page on Saturday, June 20

th
, at 2:00pm. 

www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals 
www.facebook.com/opccdoc 

 
 

Coronavirus Prayer List 
 

 Charmaine Cherrell (Monica Fuentes’ friend) 
 Christina & Jonathan Clements and family 

(Jane Fletcher’s daughter & son-in-law)  
 Garden Terrace  
 Lakeview Community 
 Carma & Matt Roberts (Jimmy & Edith 

Reynolds’ daughter & son-in-law)  
 Heather King Smith (Dan Horton’s friend) 
 Villa St Francis Care Center (Barb McCoy is a 

resident there)  
 

To add or remove persons from this or any of  
the prayer lists, please contact Michelle Reiter  

at ext. 223 or michelle@opccdoc.org 
 
 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to our faith community for all the 
notes and cards and prayers during David's 
surgery time. He is doing well and we both say 
thank you.                     David & Liz Hobbs 

 
 

Congratulations! 
 

Help Bruce & Marjory McNaghten celebrate 
their 65th wedding anniversary on June 11!   

We can’t have the type of celebration we would 
like for them, but are asking anyone who would 
like to send them cards to celebrate. This will  
be a surprise card shower (they are getting a 

different version of this newsletter)! If you need 
their address, contact our church office.) 

http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals/ed-hitzelberger-funeral-service
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals/ed-hitzelberger-funeral-service
http://www.opccdoc.org/digital-funerals
http://www.facebook.com/opccdoc
mailto:office@opccdoc.org?subject=McNaghten%20address


 

Your OPCC Staff 
 

913-677-4646 
 

info@opccdoc.org  
(general church e-mail address) 

 

Senior Pastor ........................... Laura Phillips 
 laura@opccdoc.org  ext. 222 
 

Congregational Care ................ Sharon McBride  
 slmcbride19421965@gmail.com  ext. 224 
 

Interim Children's Pastor .......... Lisa Engelken 
 lengelken@dhm.disciples.org   
 

Interim Music Director .............. Mary Beth Boucher 
 marybethboucher2@gmail.com ext. 229 
 

Accompanist ............................ Julie Dean 
 missjupes@gmail.com 
 

Communications Coordinator/ 
Bookkeeper .............................. Michelle Reiter 
 michelle@opccdoc.org  ext. 223 
 

Receptionist ............................. Eileen McIntyre 
 office@opccdoc.org  ext. 221 
 

Building & Grounds .................. Lee Sprinkle 
 lee@opccdoc.org  ext. 237 

 

Your 2019-2020 OPCC Board of Directors 
 

Barb Collins......................................... Chair 
 

Jon Bivens .................................. Vice Chair  
 

Terri Bookless ............................... Secretary 
 

Pat Gilling .................................... Treasurer 
 

Alan Felton ................... Commission Liaison 
 

Theresa Krebs ..... Leadership Development 

The OPCC Scene is generally published  
the first Thursday of each month.  

Copy deadline for next issue is  
June 30 for July 2 mailing. 

Help us reduce paper and postage costs! 
If you would like to be removed from  

this mailing list or to receive this publication  
by e-mail, please contact Michelle Reiter  

at 913-677-4646, ext. 223, or 
michelle@opccdoc.org 

Property Commission 
 

As mentioned last month, even though the church building is closed, there are a lot of activities going 
on in the background at OPCC. 

1. Follow up on East basement wall: 
a. Atlantis Drainage started digging for the French drain when we discovered the East 

basement wall had moved inward much more than anticipated (3-4 inches). 
b. Work was stopped and a structural engineer was called in to review the situation and make 

recommendation for fixing. The report made suggestion on how to get the wall stabilized. 
c. Currently we are having foundation companies review the wall, give us their recommendation 

and method of stabilizing the wall, along with estimate of costs…so stay tuned!!! 
2. Freedom Electric had to repair conduit and replace 60 feet of wiring along the East wall. This 

wiring went from the basement mechanical room out to the heaters in the front foyer.  
3. Temperature Maintenance had to replace a modular controller on the side of the boiler which 

controlled the water flow within our heating/cooling system. 
4. Temperature Maintenance has changed our HVAC system over from heating to cooling. 
5. The large tree in an island in the parking lot on the West side of the church had to be removed. 
6. Landscaping: 

a. All the planting has been completed. 
b. Mulch has been laid around the sign, in front of the sanctuary, and on both sides of the front 

entrance.  
c. Drip watering systems were set up in the Trinity Garden, Memorial Garden, and along the 

West side. 
d. Main watering system for the sign, in front of the Sanctuary, and on both sides of the front 

entrance had some repairs done before starting up the system. 
e. The gardens are looking very beautiful. Sure hope you saw them in the background of 

Laura’s Sunday morning church services and during Celebration of Life services. 
 

Submitted by Lee Sprinkle, Property Chair  


