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Sunday Services 

Coffee and Fellowship in the Fireside Room — 8:45 a.m. 

Communion and Meditation in the Prayer Chapel — 9:00 a.m. 

Christian Education Classes — 9:00 a.m. 

Worship in the Sanctuary — 10:30 a.m. 

Nursery care available between 8:45 a.m. and noon 

September Sunday Mornings 

September will be a very ‘full” month for worship and Christian Education —  

and we look forward to seeing each of you here as we worship God together! 

On September 10th we will complete our series on “Why Do Christians Do That?”  

with a focus on “Why Do We Sing Praises?”  Simultaneously, we will welcome back our  

Chancel Choir and church musicians from the summer hiatus.  We always look forward to this 

Sunday as we welcome back the choir and musicians with singing and with our organ! 

Also on September 10th, all of the Christian Education classes will be in full swing!   

The Meditation & Communion will continue to meet in the Prayer Chapel,  

the “Middlers” Adult Christian Education class will meet in the northwest section of Fellowship Hall, 

and Children’s Christian Education will meet in Room 42 (check out the new sign)!   

All groups will meet at 9:00 a.m., allowing us all to worship together at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

On September 17th, OPCC will covenant in ministry with Rev. Laura Ann Phillips as our next  

Senior Pastor.  See the invitation in this newsletter for more information about this special day! 

In September we will also continue to focus on our stories as Christians,  

and how we participate in the larger arc of God’s great story of salvation.   

Beginning with the Old Testament stories, we will work  

our way toward Advent and the coming of the Christ Child.  

Won’t you join us in remembering your part in God’s great story of salvation? 
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Lines from Laura 
“A professor in the Harvard Medical School informed first-year medical students that half the information 
they would receive in medicine during their four years would be obsolete by the time they completed their 
degree. "The trouble is," he said, "we do not know which half." It's not only physicians who are caught up 
in the knowledge explosion. Ministers are too. Ministers are constantly called upon to face new conditions 
and problems demanding fresh knowledge and increased skill.” 

1
 

To that end, you may notice that on occasion I take the opportunity for some continuing education 
opportunities. Yes, it does take me out of the office and requires some more scheduling to also be able  
to respond to hospital and pastoral calls, but it is important. It is not only important for me, but it is also 
important for the church. I once heard someone ask a consultant, “What if we invest time and money in 
staff and they leave?” The consultant thought about it for a moment, then answered, “What if you don’t 
invest in them and they stay?” The future of the church has far more to consider than just a budgetary 
bottom line, or a few days out of an office. 

Of course I cannot always anticipate when all of these trainings will take place, and I do my best to spread 
them throughout the year — about 2-3 opportunities each year depending on length. Yet, in September I 
will be busy! I will spend 2½ days at a training led by the Reconciliation Ministries of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Leavenworth. Together we will explore systemic racism and how we can faithfully 
challenge oppressive systems while seeking reconciliation. Why is this important? Because sometimes 
the church is the oppressive system, and it needs to respond to the brokenness of this world. Also in 
September, I will spend 2 days on The Plaza at an NTOSAKE training. What in the world is that, you ask? 
NTOSAKE is an African proverb that means “She who walks with lions. She who brings her own things,” 
and gave way to the name of this training because it is focused on women in leadership.   

I give thanks that each of these events take place in the Greater KC Metro, which allows me to participate 
without putting too much pressure on church leadership or volunteers.  It allows me to participate in this 
ever-important task of growing as your pastor and as a leader, while also maintaining my commitment to 
you and the church in a multitude of ways. 

The Alban Institute did a study that showed that ministerial burn out is more closely correlated with not 
taking continuing education opportunities than it is with not taking vacation time. I do not plan on becoming 
burned out anytime soon, and I look forward to the ministries in which we will engage together. So for a 
few days in September I will step out of the office, learn, “fill my own cup” and return recharged and even 
more excited to engage in important ministries together! 

1 https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/1975/12/why-continuing-education  
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2017  
Tall Oaks Gala — 

A Story for All 
Generations 

 

Won’t you join us in celebrating the mission and 
ministry of Tall Oaks Camp & Conference Center? 
The 2017 Tall Oaks Gala will again take place at 
Arrowhead Stadium as we benefit the ministry of 

our amazing camp & conference center.   
You can find logistical information below,  

and contact Rev. Laura if you would like to join  
at this important fundraiser.  She and John will 
attend as long time supporters of the camp and 

conference program of our regional church. 
 

Friday, October 13, 2017 
Arrowhead Stadium – North Club 

 

Stadium Tours ($10 per person)  5:45 p.m. 
Silent Auction & Fellowship 6:00 p.m. 

Buffet Dinner & Live Auction 7:30 p.m. 
 

Individual Dinner Ticket - $90 
Individual Patron Ticket - $125 

 

Tickets include non-alcoholic drinks,  
dessert and the buffet dinner, with beef,  

chicken, fish, and vegetarian entrée options. 

Looking expectantly toward the future  

of Overland Park Christian Church,  

and trusting in God's call,  

the Congregation of OPCC  

cordially invites you  

to the installation of  
 

Rev. Laura Ann Phillips  
 

as our new Senior Pastor 
 

Sunday, September 17, 2017  

at the 10:30am Worship Service 
 

A light reception to follow  

in the Fellowship Hall  

Church Colors 
 

Did you know that there really is a rhyme and 
reason to the colors we use in our worship space?  

Did you ever think that all you see is green?  
Our church, like churches across the country, 

follow a color scheme given to us by the greater 
church body of the Christian Church (DoC).  

The church year color scheme for 2017  
is laid out as follows: 

Christmastide (this year Dec. 26- Jan. 6) White 

Epiphany (Jan. 6) White 

Ordinary Time (this year Jan. 7 – Feb. 28) Green 

Lent (this year March 1 – April 12) Purple/Violet 

Maundy Thursday (this year April 13) White 

Good Friday (this year April 14) Black 

Easter (this year April 16) White 

Eastertide (this year April 17 – June 3) White 

Pentecost (this year June 4) Red 

Ordinary Time (this year June 5 – Dec. 2) Green 

Advent (this year Dec. 3 – Dec. 24) Purple/Blue 

Christmas Day (Dec. 25) White 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following these guidelines doesn’t mean that other 
accent colors cannot be added. It just means that 
the primary colors listed should be the main color 
used to visually enhance the worship space. As 

you can see, almost 8 months out of the year are 
green!!  Our Worship and Arts Commission would 

welcome any ideas to enhance and vary that 
lengthy period. Worship and Arts is also always 

looking for creative people to join our commission. 
  

If you are interested please reach out  
to Laura, Sue Elliott, or Christopher. 
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Solo Sidekicks Singles Group 
  

Friday, September 15, 2017 
Meet at K MACHO’S at 5:00 PM 

11741 Metcalf Ave 
(119 & Metcalf) 

 

Sign up on the sheet at the front entryway counter  
or contact Jean Sink for more info.  

 
 

Christian Caregivers  
Support Group 

 

Resumes Monday, September 11 
 

The Christian Caregiver Support Ministry  
is a safe place to receive helpful guidance  
and accept your calling to be a caregiver.  

We invite you to join us in the Fireside Room  
on Monday afternoons, beginning September 11, 

from 1:00–2:30 as we seek to support one another  
in our sometimes challenging and difficult tasks. 

 

For more information, contact Peggy Moore  
at wpmoore@wildblue.net or 913-856-3833. 

 
 

Girlfriends Unlimited 
 

If you are looking for a women’s Christian Bible 
Study and are available on Wednesday nights, 

you are welcome to join Girlfriends from  
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  

We will be reading together and  
discussing Michelle DeRusha’s book  

“50 Women Every Christian Should Know.”  
We will be learning from the heroines of our faith.  
If you would like participate with this group and 

would like to get a book, please call Peggy Moore 
at 913-856-3833 or contact at the church.  

 
 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
 

The Men’s Fellowship Group meets on the first 
Saturday of each month from 9–11 am in the 

Fireside Room for coffee, study, and fellowship.  
All men are invited to join us.  

 

For more information,  
contact Wayne Moore, 913-856-3833  
or Emerson Hartzler, 913-422-1378. 

 
 

Care and Share  
 

will go to lunch next on Wednesday, October 25,  
at Paulo and Bill’s, 16501 Midland Drive in 

Shawnee. Feel free to bring a friend! 
 

Meet at the church at 11:00 to carpool or at the 
restaurant at 11:30. RSVP to Peggy Moore,  
913-856-3833 or wpmoore@wildblue.net. 

Welcome  
to the Community! 

 

We extend a warm welcome to Cathy Wilson  
who joined OPCC on August 20! 

 
 
 

Join us on  
Sunday Mornings  

for Meditation  
and Communion 

 

All are welcome to join us each Sunday at  
9:00 a.m. in the Prayer Chapel for an intimate 
gathering of meditation and worship through 

community, scripture, music, prayer, conversation 
with one another, communion, and more prayer! 

We trust that God has good things in store for us as 
a church as we do all in our power to invite others 
into a life changing relationship with Jesus Christ! 

 
 

Adult Christian Education 

 

Middler’s Sunday Morning Class  
resuming Sunday, September 10 

 

OPCC offers a Bible study class for adults on 
Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 10:15 a.m. in the 

Northwest Section of Fellowship Hall. This class will 
be following the Living Word Series and studying 
from the scriptures that we will have in worship. 

Come and join us in this discussion to pursue God, 
build community, and embrace compassion as  

we study from scripture to discern God’s  
provision for us. All are welcome.  

 

If you have any questions, contact Peggy Moore  
at 913-856-3833 or at church. 

 
 

Empty Nesters Event 
 

Saturday, September 23, 2017 
Kansas City Auto Museum 

15095 W. 116
th 

St. (116
th 

and Strangline) 
Olathe, KS 66062 

 

Meet at the museum at 10:00 a.m.  
Cost is $7.00 per person  

if we have 10 people or more.  
RSVP to Roger Claar by September 18  

at 913-669-7211 or rogerclaar@gmail.com. 
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Children Worship & Wonder AND 
Children’s Sunday School  

will resume on September 10!  
 

Christian Education for  
elementary school aged children  
is available each Sunday morning  

from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. in Room 42.  
This fall we will be following the 

Narrative Lectionary for our lesson 
plans. This will tie our Children’s 

Education, Worship, and Children’s Worship  
& Wonder Biblical teachings together.  

We will use a variety of teaching modes including 
storytelling, cooking, arts and crafts, science, 

technology, puppetry, and more.   
 

Children Worship & Wonder  
Children 4 years old through  
6th grade join their families  

in the sanctuary for the 10:30 
worship gathering. Following the 
Children’s Moment, the children 
will be invited to leave with a Children’s Ministry 
volunteer to participate in CW&W. In CW&W, 
children will experience Bible stories told in an 

interactive format and will be invited to respond  
in a variety of hands-on opportunities.  

This fall we will be following the Narrative 
Lectionary to help tie our lessons in with the 
sermon focus as in the Worship gathering. 

 

 
 

Children 4th through 6th grade are invited to  
a gathering just for them. Meeting are from  
6 to 7pm on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays in  
the Youth Room (basement). We focus on 
scripture and how it pertains to their lives.  

 
 
 

Youth in 7th grade through high school meet from 
7 to 8:30pm in the Youth Room (basement) on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays through the school 
year. Our topics revolve around teen issues and 
how our faith helps to guide and strengthen us.  

 
If you have questions or would like more 
information about any of our Children’s  

or Youth Ministries, please contact  
Lisa Setty, Children & Youth Pastor, at 

lisa@opccdoc.org or 913-677-4646, ext. 228.  

      Stewardship Green Moment 
by Jody Cash 

 

Green Moment for September 
Water Conservation: 

 

1. Do not cut your grass short, because this 
exposes the roots to more sunlight and they 
will need more water. 

2. Keep the grass clippings on your lawn — this 
will keep the grass from drying out as fast. 

3. Use a broom to clean the driveway instead of 
a water hose. 

4. Wash your car with a bucket of water rather 
than using a hose. 

5. Take a quick shower rather than a bath. 
6. Do not leave the faucet running while 

brushing your teeth. 
7. Wash dishes in a sink full of hot sudsy water 

and NOT under a running faucet. 

9. Install low-flow shower heads. 
10. Repair leaky faucets as soon as possible. 
11. When you shampoo your hair — wet your 

hair, turn off the faucet and shampoo your 
hair, then turn the faucet back on to rinse out 
your hair. 

 

Thank you to BPU and Marijane Green  
for the information used in this article. 

 
 

OPCC Food Pantry Needs 
 

Volunteers are always needed to help run our 
Food Pantry on Tuesday evenings and Saturday 

mornings. All skill levels, time availabilities,  
and physical abilities are accepted. 

Also needed is a Spanish translator — please 
contact Jane Fletcher if you know of someone. 

 

 
 
 

Do you buy anything from Amazon.com?  
Next time and every time you do,  
order from Smile.Amazon.com! 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by  
Amazon that lets customers enjoy the same 
wide selection of products, low prices, and 

convenient shopping features as on 
Amazon.com AND donates 0.5% of the price 
of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
the charitable organization of your choice. 
(Choose Overland Park Christian Church the  

first time you log in and it will be saved as  
your charitable organization of choice.) 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know.  
Same products, same prices, same service. 

Support OPCC by doing your online shopping  
at www.Smile.Amazon.com 
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To our cherished friends at Overland Park Christian Church: 
 

It’s no easy matter to express gratitude for a fellowship lasting over a decade! There were times we 
triumphed gracefully over challenges great and small; and there were times we recoiled timidly before 
challenges we felt ill equipped to face. Such challenges and their outcomes, however, are not the 
criteria by which our time together will be judged. Beyond all victories and all failures, beyond our ups 
and our downs, beyond times of courage and of fear; only one criterion can be used to assess the 
quality of our time together; the love we shared. 
 

There have been far too many funerals during our time together. When I think of the many special folk 
who have passed, I still have to hold back tears; tears not for their fate, which is assured in Christ; but 
for the time I will have to go on without them. Despite the confusion and pain of such times, we were 
able to support each other in love. There were baptisms we shared together in love and joy. There 
were children we watched grow from “knee high to a grasshopper” to impressive young adults. And 
there were times of worship, prayer, and spiritual fellowship we shared; experiences that lifted us up, 
strengthened us, challenged us, but most importantly drew us closer together… in love. 
 

I am sure of one thing. My family and I received much more love and support than we gave. When I 
think of the illnesses and deaths my family suffered over the past few years, and the loving support 
you showed us during those times, I am deeply humbled. When I (hesitantly) think back to the physical 
setbacks I suffered over the past two years, and the care and concern you showed during those times; 
I am grateful beyond words; during such times, you were all the therapy I needed.  
 

During the discussions Chris, Jamie, and I share about our time at OPCC (and yes, such conversa-
tions have already begun), their love for and gratitude to you is evident on their faces, in their voices, 
and through their tears.  
 

It’s no easy matter to express gratitude for a fellowship lasting over a decade! But I must try, because 
my family and I love you so much. In the end, there is only one thing I can say, hoping you will feel the 
depth of sincerity that lies behind it; Thank you. 
 

In love and gratitude,  
 

Family-to-Family Education Program 
 

NAMI Family-to-Family is a free, 12-session 
education program family, partners, friends and 

significant others of adults living with mental 
illness. The course is designed to help all family 

members understand and support their loved 
one living with mental illness, while maintaining 

their own well-being. The course includes 
information on illnesses such as schizophrenia, 

bipolar disorder, major depression and other 
mental health conditions. Thousands of families 

describe the program as life-changing. The 
program is taught by trained teachers who are 
also family members and know what it is like to 

have a loved one living with mental illness.  
 

Classes Begin September 7, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
  Nall Avenue Church of the Nazarene 

6301 Nall Ave., Prairie Village, KS 
 

To Inquire or Enroll,  
contact Em, 913-236-8063,  

Doris, 913-648-5155, or Paula, 913-568-5797 

NAMI Basics is a free, 6-session program 
provided by NAMI, NAMI Kansas, and NAMI 

Johnson County. The Basics Education Program 
is designed for parents and other family 

caregivers of children and adolescents with 
emotional and behavioral difficulties. NAMI 

Basics helps parents and other family caregivers 
understand the illnesses that are causing those 

behavioral difficulties, and the critical role 
families play in the treatment of those illnesses. 
The program is taught by trained teachers who 

are also the parents or family caregivers of 
individuals who experienced emotional or 

behavioral difficulties prior to age 13. 
 

Classes are Mondays Sept. 11-Oct. 16  
6:30-9:00 p.m.  

Church of the Resurrection 
13720 Roe Ave., Leawood, KS  

Classes fill up quickly.  Call soon! 
To Inquire or Enroll, contact 

Doris, 913-648-5155, or Carrie, 316-655-8844 
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Prayers of Concern 
 Virgil & Frances Bruning 
 Darla Campain (Jane Fletcher’s cousin) 
 Grace Crispin 
 Maxine Davis 
 Jan Eilert 
 Chuck Elliott 
 June Faltermeier (Nancy Coffman’s sister) 
 Ruth Farmer (Jan Sprinkle’s sister) 
 Jeanne Gilbert (Chuck Warner’s sister) 
 Pat Gray 
 Myra Hettic 
 Donna & Marshall Howard 
 Kathryn Hume (Tracie Glasscock's sister) 
 Dorothy Jimerson 
 Barbara Killion 
 Mark Landwehr (friend of Laura Phillips’ family) 
 Diana Howard McClain (Marshall & Donna 

Howard’s daughter) 
 Allison McVicker (Cassy & Bob Evans’ daughter) 
 Cole Merrill (Myron Merrill’s son) 
 Florene & Tony Miele 
 Max Norton (Marge White’s son-in-law) 
 Shari Prince (Bonnie & Bob Prince’s daughter) 
 Nadine Sheldon 
 Taylor & Gerry Spillers 
 Wanda Whitney 
 Charlotte Withrow (Evelyn Eastwood’s friend)  
 Evan Yoder (Cassy and Bob Evans’ grandson)  
 Joe & Jean Zacher 

 

Continued Prayers 
 Nita Anderson 
 Marian Bilyea & Rick Everist 
 Phyllis Cooke 
 Nancy Corbin 
 Bo Crowe and family 
 Lawana Degraffenreid 
 Gary Eilert (Jan & Ed Eilert’s son) 
 Corwin Elliott 
 Pat Gilling 
 Lorraine Hartnett  
 Kathryn Hays  
 Rowena Hutchinson 
 Carole Ingram 
 Dan Jenkins 
 Mary Johnson 
 Jim & Diana Leonard 
 Ina Fern McBride  
 Shirley McGee 
 Nola McKee (Sharon McBride’s friend) 
 Marjory McNaghten 
 Wilma Nickum 
 Fern Palmer (Kim Glover’s mother) 
 Bonnie Prince 
 Karen Rowe (Sharon McBride’s friend) 
 Ann Sandler 
 Earl Sheldon 
 Lloyd & Belva Snell 
 Sandy Teeple 
 Alan Wimpey 

Condolences 
 to Phyllis Cooke on the loss of her brother, Jim 

Denman  
 to Ken & Raelene Berry on the death of their 

granddaughter, Stacy Walker, on August 30 
 

Congratulations 
 to Cathy Wilson on the birth of her first 

grandchild, Jack, on August 25 
 

Military Prayer List 
 

 Stephan Aelmore (Mary Aelmore’s grandson),  
US Navy, Pearl Harbor, HI 

 Dustin Doree (Betty Craney’s grandson),  
US Army, Special Forces Training  

 Patrick Kauer (Terry and Meyra Redmon’s 
grandson), US Army stationed at Ft. Polk, LA 

 Cameron McDonough (Cathy Wilson’s son), US 
Navy, stationed on the USS Battleship Gonzalez 

 SSG Edward Pinkelman, Jr. (Ed & Kathy 
Pinkelman’s son), US Army, stationed at Camp 
Buehring in Kuwait  

 
For Sale 

 

Nancy Corbin has a few things for sale. Contact 
her if you are interested in any of these items: 
1.Small outdoor wrought iron table 30” wide with  

2 chairs.  $30. 
2.10-year-old sofa that was never used. Has 3 

cushions and is 17” from floor to top of cushions. 
Beige and gray.  $100. 

3.Dining room table 55” long and 29” from floor to 
top of table. Has 4 chairs but only 3 cushions. 
Comes with a buffet which is 84” tall x 38” wide.  
2 glass doors and 2 shelves inside on the top.  
2 doors on the bottom. Both doors have a key. 
$100. for both table & buffet. 

 
For Free 

 

Pat Gilling has a 5-year-old treadmill that was only 
used about 10 times. Many bells and whistles. Free 
to anyone who will come and pick it up. Contact 
Pat at pgilling@kc.rr.com or 913-642-0605.  
 
Two Loving Cats Need a Home 

 

Due to some extreme allergic reactions, John and  
I will sadly need to re-home our two dearly-loved 
kitties. My family has some severe allergies, and 
thus far have been unable to spend any significant 
amount of time at our home in the two years we've 
been married, because of this. To that end, we are 
seeking to find a new home, together, for our two 
adult, male, indoor-outdoor cats. Their names are 
Joey (9 years) and Foxx (7 1/2 years) and they are 
great cuddly cats. They've done fine with our dogs, 
but would also welcome the attention of a cat only 
home. They love to go outside in the mornings, but 
always come back inside each night and have 
been wonderful companions. We are sad to need 
to find them new homes, but trust that they will be 
well-loved and cared for by the right family. If you 
or anyone you know are looking for two adult, litter 
box-trained kitties, please let me know and I would 
be happy to introduce you to these furry friends. 
     ~ Laura 

Prayer List 



Overland Park Christian Church 
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The OPCC Scene is generally published the  
first Thursday of each month except July.  

Copy deadline for next issue is  
October 3 for October 5 mailing. 

Help us reduce paper and postage costs! 
If you would like to be removed from  

this mailing list or to receive this publication  
by e-mail, please contact Michelle Reiter  

at 913-677-4646, ext. 223, or 
michelle@opccdoc.org 
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 lisa@opccdoc.org  ext. 228 
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