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Coffee and Fellowship in the Fireside Room — 8:45 a.m.
Communion and Meditation in the Prayer Chapel — 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education Classes — 9:00 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary — 10:30 a.m.
Nursery care available between 8:45 a.m. and noon

There is a Season for Everything
It appears that spring has finally sprung here in Overland Park! Winter seemed to hang on in April
with wintery weather greeting us the first three Sundays. Now that the air is warming up, the birds
are greeting us each morning with their songs, and the trees and flowers are blooming with
abundant color, the signs of spring ushering in the summer season are upon us.
Our lives are made up of seasons just as our calendar year here in the Midwest revolves around the
seasons. Recall these verses from Ecclesiastes, chapter 3, verses 1 through 8:
There’s a season for everything
and a time for every matter under the heavens:
a time for giving birth and a time for dying,
a time for planting and a time for uprooting what was planted,
a time for killing and a time for healing,
a time for tearing down and a time for building up,
a time for crying and a time for laughing,
a time for mourning and a time for dancing,
a time for throwing stones and a time for gathering stones,
a time for embracing and a time for avoiding embraces,
a time for searching and a time for losing,
a time for keeping and a time for throwing away,
a time for tearing and a time for repairing,
a time for keeping silent and a time for speaking,
a time for loving and a time for hating,
a time for war and a time for peace.
(continued on the next page)
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As I reflect over the past year at OPCC, we have certainly passed through some of our own seasons.
Almost a year ago, Rev. Bo Crowe retired to begin a new season of his own which brought our faith
community into a new season of life. The transition to new leadership under Rev. Laura Phillips
ushered in another new season in our community. And through it all, we have worked diligently to
move forward with projects to welcome a Montessori preschool into our facility, we have maintained
the most amazing congregational care team around, and we have remained faithful to our calling to
be disciples of Christ.
I have been blessed to see how the people of our faith community step up and pull together in both
times of joy and times of stress. During Rev. Laura’s parental leave time, numerous people have
offered their help to keep everything running smoothly. Not only are we experiencing a new season
of life, Laura and John are beginning their new season as parents of a special little bright-eyed boy.
I pray that we will continue to support and nurture them during this season of their lives and as Laura
returns to her ministry.
Let us keep welcoming each season as we encounter them. Let us lift one another up and support one
another through our joys and our stress and our grief. And let us not forget that through each season
God walks alongside us, guiding us and loving us, no matter what season we are experiencing.

May Preaching Schedule at OPCC:
May 6th — Lisa Setty
May 13th — Kirby Gould, Christian Church Foundation
Mother’s Day
May 20th — Danny Gulden, Pension Fund
A special day celebrating Pentecost, our OPCC musicians, and our graduates
May 27th — Laura Phillips

Kirby Hughes Gould
Kirby Gould has been vice president for the North Central Zone of the
Christian Church Foundation since October 1997. The Foundation assists
Disciples of Christ churches and individuals in the areas of endowments,
permanent funds, investments, planned gifts, and bequests. Her office is
located at Countryside Christian Church in Mission, KS. She serves the regions
of Greater Kansas City, MidAmerica, Upper Midwest, Kansas, and Nebraska.
Kirby is a graduate of Phillips University in Enid, OK with a degree in music therapy;
and holds several certificates in the areas of fundraising, planned giving, and finance.

Special Presentation — May 13 at 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Kirby will explore ways in which we can all consider leaving a legacy to
Overland Park Christian Church. OPCC has been blessed over the years to receive
estate gifts to further the mission and ministry of our church. Kirby will also talk about
the new tax laws and new ways to consider supporting the ongoing work of the church.
Kirby’s presentation and Q&A will take the place of our regularly scheduled 9:00 a.m.
Communion & Meditation and Adult Christian Education. These will resume on May 20.
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Taco Lunch
following worship
on Sunday, May 6
in the Fireside Room
Join us for lunch and fellowship
or take some food “to go” as we
support our youth on their mission
trip fundraising. All proceeds go toward
our summer 2018 mission trip to St. Louis.

Welcome to the
Community!
Richard Owens (father of NaCole Owens) and
Dr. Dennis Bearden (a friend of the Owens’)
both joined our faith community in April.
We are happy to have both of these men
as a part of our OPCC church family!

New Directory
We will soon be working on
taking pictures of all of our
members to upload into our
database. This will enable us
to produce our own pictorial
directory. Sue Elliott has
graciously taken on the task of organizing this
endeavor. Look for more information in the next
few weeks regarding photo shoot opportunities!

NAMI (National Alliance
on Mental Illness) Walk
I will be participating in the NAMI Kansas Walk
at Topeka on May 12. I would greatly appreciate
it if you would consider donating to the Walk.
No donation is too small; every dollar counts.
NAMI is the nation’s largest grassroots mental
health organization dedicated to improving the
lives of persons living with serious mental illness
and their families. NAMI provides support,
education, and advocacy at no cost
to/for participants.
*Please donate online and type in my name
when you find the NAMI Johnson County
Team at www.namiwalks.org/kansas
OR
*Write a check to NAMI Kansas and send to my
house. Make sure you indicate it’s for the Walk
and write my name in the memo section.

NaCole Owens
and

Joshua Agard
invite the Congregation of
Overland Park Christian Church
to their Wedding Ceremony
on Saturday, May 12
at 3:00 p.m.
in the OPCC Sanctuary

God bless you, Doris Hamilton

In observance of the
Memorial Day holiday,
the OPCC offices will
be closed on Monday,
May 28, 2018

Congregational Meeting
Notice — a meeting of the Congregation
of Overland Park Christian Church will be
held following worship on Sunday, June 3,
to vote on a proposed use of Capital Funds.
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Christian Women’s
Fellowship
Our next meeting will be Monday, May 14,
at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room.
All women are welcome!
Please note: we will be taking a break over
the summer, so this will be our last meeting
until Monday, September 10.

Christian Caregivers
Support Group
The Christian Caregiver Support Ministry Group
will meet on Mondays at 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
in the Fireside Room through May 21, and then
take a break for the summer. We will resume
meeting on Monday, September 10.
For more information, contact Peggy Moore
at wpmoore@wildblue.net or 913-592-0179.

Girlfriends Unlimited
The Girlfriends Bible study group will meet though
May 16, then take a break from meeting for the
summer. Join us this fall at 7:00—8:30 p.m. in the
Fireside Room on Wednesdays beginning on
September 5 for Bible study, fellowship, and fun.
For more information, call or email Peggy Moore
at 913-592-0179 or wpmoore@wildblue.net

Men’s Fellowship Group
The Men’s Fellowship Group meets on the first
Saturday of each month from 9–11 am in the
Fireside Room for coffee, study, and fellowship.
Our new study book is “Breathing Under Water.”
All men are invited to join us.
Contacts: Wayne Moore, 913-592-0179
or Emerson Hartzler, 913-422-1378

Care and Share
The Care and Share Support Group will go out
to lunch on Wednesday, May 23, to Jack Stack
Barbeque, 9520 Metcalf in Overland Park.
Meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. to carpool,
or meet at the restaurant at 11:30. RSVP to
Peggy Moore at wpmoore@wildblue.net
or 913-592-0179 by May 20.

Solo Sidekicks
Friday, May 18, 5:00 pm
Meet at Conroy’s Pub
5285 West 95th Street (95th & Nall)
Please sign up at the entryway counter.
Jean Sink, 913-541-8837

Adult Christian Education
Class Schedule
Sundays 9:00-10:15 a.m.

Middler’s Sunday Morning Class
Northwest Section of Fellowship Hall
OPCC offers a Bible study class for adults on
Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 10:15 a.m. in
the Northwest Section of Fellowship Hall.
This class follows the Living Word Series and
studies from the scriptures that we have in
worship. Come and join us in this discussion to
pursue God, build community, and embrace
compassion as we study from scripture to
discern God’s provision for us.
All are welcome.
If you have any questions, contact Peggy
Moore at 913-592-0179 or at church.

Meditation and Communion

Empty Nesters
Join the OPCC Empty Nester Fellowship Group
for a delightful lunch at the Vivilore Restaurant
in Independence, MO, on Saturday, June 9, at
11:00 a.m. We will enjoy a tasty lunch on the
restaurant’s garden patio, and also enjoy the art
works in the gallery upstairs. Make your
reservation with Peggy Moore at 913-592-0179 or
wpmoore@wildblue.net. Meet at the church at
10:00 if you want to carpool. Cash or checks only.
RSVP soon — only room for 26 people!
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Prayer Chapel
All are welcome to join us each Sunday at
9:00 a.m. in the Prayer Chapel for an
intimate gathering of meditation and worship
through community, scripture, music, prayer,
conversation with one another, communion,
and more prayer! We trust that God has good
things in store for us as a church as we do
all in our power to invite others into a lifechanging relationship with Jesus Christ!
Margi & Bob Colerick, leaders

Graduates 2018

Our final children’s Christian Education and
Children Worship & Wonder gatherings
for the school year will be on May 20.
This allows the volunteers a little break and
gives us a chance to do things a little
differently through the summer months.
The nursery will continue to be available
for children three years and younger from
8:45 am until noon each Sunday morning.
As always, we welcome giggles and wiggles
in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings!
Save the Date —

Friday, June 29
8:00 - 10:30 pm
In the Courtyard
More information in
the June newsletter.

Graham Lee, son of Peter & Jennifer Lee,
and grandson of Margo Brown & the late
Jack Brown, is graduating on May 13 from
Blue Valley Northwest. He plans to attend
Kansas State University in the fall, majoring
in International Business.
Kira Setty, daughter of Kent & Lisa Setty,
graduates from Shawnee Mission South High
School on May 15. She plans to attend Park
University where she will major in Fitness and
Wellness with a minor in Biology, and then
Alex Horton, son of Dan Horton and Iva Ragsdell,
completed all of his high school requirements in
February of 2018. He is currently working in construction
and gaining experience in remodeling projects. Alex’s
proud grandparents are Lee & Bill Horton.
Rebecca Sheldon, granddaughter of Earl & Barbara
Sheldon, is graduating on May 20 from Northwest High
School in Omaha, Nebraska. Proud parents are Mark
& Cynthia Sheldon.
Connor Weltmer, son of Kirsten & Todd
Weltmer, grandson of Peggy & Wayne Moore,
is graduating from St. James Academy on May
10th, and will be going to the University of
Arkansas School of Business in the Fall.
MaKenna Eilert, granddaughter of Ed & Jan
Eilert, will be graduating from Manhattan High
School on May 20. MaKenna plans to attend
Kansas State University in the fall.

OPCC Vacation Bible School
June 10-14
6:30 - 8:30 pm
Children and Volunteers
can register online now at
www.cokesburyvbs.com/opcc
If you have questions or would like more
information about our Children’s, Youth,
or Family Ministries, please contact
Lisa Setty, Children & Youth Pastor,
at lisa@opccdoc.org or x228

Tricia Willoughby, granddaughter of Pat Owsley, is
graduating in May from Union University in Jackson, TN
with her Bachelor's of Science in Nursing. Tricia will be
working at Shawnee Mission Med in Labor and Delivery.
Amanda Jane Sprinkle, daughter of Eric &
Laura Sprinkle, granddaughter of Lee & Jan
Sprinkle, graduated from St. Luke's College of
Health Sciences with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing. Amanda will be working at Children's
Mercy Hospital in the pediatric oncology unit.
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Stewardship Green Moment
by Jody Cash
Here are some ways to reduce, reuse, and recycle:
1.
paper cups, and plastic. They must constantly be
replaced. They fill up landfills and replacing them
constantly can get very expensive over time.
2. Purchase products made of recycled materials.
If the product has the recycle symbol, it means it
has been made of recycled materials or can be
recycled. Recycled wood can be used to make
furniture.
3. Use cloth bags when buying groceries or reuse
grocery bags. Only take a bag from the grocery
store when you absolutely need it.
4. Instead of using plastic wraps, use resealable
containers. When you use ‘plastic wrap’ or a
plastic bag, it can only be used once. Resealable
containers can be used many times.
5. Donate to charity or sell old clothes, furniture,
toys, and appliances.
6. Use coffee cups or reusable water bottles rather
than using paper cups and bottled water. The
paper cups and bottled water bottles must be
disposed of after using them which creates more
waste.
7. Use recycled paper for photocopiers, letterheads,
and newsletters. This creates less waste, it is
cheaper, and can be of high quality.
8. Be sure you buy products in bulk. Economy size
or bulk packaging uses less packaging and you
will not need to buy it as often. These items are
often cheaper if bought in bulk than if bought in
smaller packages.
9. Avoid goods that are over-packaged. Overpackaged goods can be more expensive because
of all the foil, plastic, and other packing materials
used.
Learn to reuse products in different ways. For
example, plastic microwave trays can be used as

OPCC Food Pantry is 10 years old!
What has happened in 10 years?
• We have served approximately 15,000 households representing 45,000 people, ages 0-90s.
• We have purchased $38,924 of food from
•

We have obtained a ginormous amount of
donated food, paper good, hygiene products,
baked goods, and produce.
We estimate the value of food we have given

•

We have served people of many ethnic and
religious heritages. People that have just
recently had a crisis that put them in need of
poverty situation.

•
•

food preparation, and food packaging dates.
We have become a little kinder, a little less
judgmental, and open to a shower of blessings
as we get to know our guests.

When does the pantry happen?
Twice a month — the 2nd Tuesday 5:30–7:30pm,
and the last Saturday from 9:30–11:30am.
How do people qualify?
Our Global Outreach Commission has set the
standards. To qualify, the household income
must be less than 300% of the Federal Poverty
Guideline, or have children at home, or have a
chronic illness or disability. We ask them to bring
a photo ID, sign in with their name, zip code and
number and ages of people living in their home.
How much does the church give to the
pantry?
Our Outreach Commission budgets $500 per

12. Use e-mail rather than paper and envelopes. This
can be used at home or in the office. Recycling at
both your home and your office will help the
environment.
13. Use dishcloths and dish towels rather than paper
towels. Paper towels can be used only once and
it often takes many of them to clean up spills and
to dry things. Dishcloths and dish towels can be
rinsed, washed, and reused many more times!
14. Buy durable goods. Well-built appliances will last
longer and save you money in the long run. If they
have a warranty, that is good, too.
15.
from the harmful chemicals used in dry cleaning.
Have a good and green May!
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donations from some members of the church.
What do you need?
• Plastic grocery bags (we no longer use
newspaper bags)
• Gallon size zipper bags (new, not used)
• Paper goods (paper towels, toilet paper,
napkins)
• Cleaning supplies (bleach, laundry detergent,
glass cleaner, etc)
• Diapers (especially toddler and adult sizes)
• YOU! We can always use volunteers. Please
contact Jane Fletcher at 913-449-5785.
Happy birthday to you – and many more!

Johnson County
Interfaith Hospitality
Network (IHN)
Empowering Homeless Families
by Engaging People of Faith

IHN’s 7th Annual

Charity Dinner and Auction
Thursday, June 14, 2018
Overland Park Convention Center
Ballroom A
6000 College Blvd
Overland Park, KS 66211
5:00 p.m. – Registration
5:30 p.m. – Reception and Silent Auction
6:30 p.m. – Dinner Buffet Served
7:30 p.m. – Program and Live Auction
Tickets include:
∗ Dinner from one of Kansas City’s
premier catering companies
∗ Drink tickets, games, silent
and live auctions
∗ Joe Lauria, Fox 4 Meteorologist,
Master of Ceremonies
∗ Nigro Brothers, Auctioneers
Tickets – $75.00
Register by Mail or Website
www.jocoihn.org/auction
Deadline is May 25!
Questions? 913-645-0678 or
ihnauction@gmail.com
You can also support IHN's Auction by
donating a basket of $100.00 value or more;
the theme is up to you. Sports themes seem
to attract good bidding by attendees, as do
baskets focused on family recreation, wine,
and/or a unique, colorful idea.
If a basket is out of the question for your
church family, please consider an auction
item with a minimum value of $100.00.
Please contact Barb Collins if you are able
to contribute an auction basket or item.

Life Takes Us to
Unexpected Places,
Love Brings Us Home
www.jocoihn.com

Keynote Speaker — Rev. Dr. Stacy Spencer
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Pastor, New Direction
Christian Church, Memphis, TN
Published Author
President of MICAH,
Gamaliel’s Memphis Affiliate
Chairman of Board, Power Center
Community Development Corp.
Board of Directors, Civil Rights Museum

Metro Organization for Racial and Economic Equity
has much to celebrate from this past year:
We hosted and trained 150 women leaders from
across the nation (including 35 local women); we
hired a Kansas organizer and launched a three year
integrated voter engagement program; and we won
one of the nation’s most progressive city ordinances
for Ban the Box in KCMO! We hope you will come
and celebrate our accomplishments with us.
Thank you for your support!
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Prayer List
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Prayers of Concern
Marian Bilyea & Rick Everist
Margo Brown
Virgil & Frances Bruning
Grace Crispin
Cheryl Delmont (Maurica Campbell’s friend)
June Faltermeier (Nancy Coffman’s sister)
Jane Fletcher & family
Pat Frisbie (Maurica Campbell’s friend)
Pat Gray
Marlene & Gordon Harkness
Myra Hettic
Donna & Marshall Howard
Kathryn Hume (Tracie Glasscock's sister)
Melody Jerden (Judy Snyder’s sister)
Sandy Jewers (Kellie Bivens’ mother)
Barbara Killion
Ina Fern McBride
Allison McVicker (Cassy & Bob Evans’ daughter)
Cole Merrill (Myron Merrill’s son)
Florene & Tony Miele
Vicki Moyer’s family
Max Norton (Marge White’s son-in-law)
Shari Prince (Bonnie & Bob Prince’s daughter)
Nadine Sheldon
Taylor & Gerry Spillers
Gordon & Iline Toms
Wilma Townsend
Billie Warden
Marge White
Hayes Kendall Whitney (Wanda Whitney’s
great-grandson)
Alan Wimpey
Charlotte Withrow (Evelyn Eastwood’s friend)
Evan Yoder (Cassy and Bob Evans’ grandson)
Joe & Jean Zacher
Continued Prayers
Mary Aelmore
Nita Anderson
Joyce Brooker
Bruce Cochran
Phyllis Cooke
Nancy Corbin
Lawana Degraffenreid
Gary Eilert (Jan & Ed Eilert’s son)
Corwin Elliott
Sally Faune
Lorraine Hartnett
Bill Horton (Lee Horton’s husband)
Rowena Hutchinson
Carole Ingram
Mary Johnson
Shirley McGee
Nola McKee (Sharon McBride’s friend)
Wilma Nickum
Bonnie Prince
Karen Rowe (Sharon McBride’s friend)
Ann Sandler
Earl Sheldon
Lloyd & Belva Snell
Sandy Teeple
Wanda Whitney
Judy Zeman
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Military Prayer List






Stephan Aelmore (Mary Aelmore’s
grandson), US Navy, Pearl Harbor, HI
Dustin Doree (Betty Craney’s grandson),
US Army
Patrick Kauer (Terry and Meyra Redmon’s
grandson), US Army, deployed to Tal afar,
Iraq
Cameron McDonough (Cathy Wilson’s son),
US Navy, stationed on the USS Gonzalez
DDG 66
SSG Edward Pinkelman, Jr. (Ed & Kathy
Pinkelman’s son), US Army, stationed at
Camp Buehring in Kuwait

Thank You
A HUGE thank you goes out to Lee Sprinkle
for all of the work he does around the church on
any given day. If that weren’t enough work, he
has been the lead person in charge of all of the
right-sizing remodeling work. Lee works
tirelessly for OPCC and his efforts often go
unnoticed to the majority of the congregation.
We are grateful for Lee’s perseverance and
steadfast devotion to OPCC.
If you look around our church building — the
entrance, the trinity garden, and the courtyard
— you will notice the beautiful gardens
throughout each of these areas. Our gardening
team, Jan & Lee Sprinkle, Gayle & Dave
Farley, Pat Warner, and Bernice & Larry
Stouse, have put in numerous hours the past
few weeks. They have worked the soil, planted
too many flowers to count, mulched the ground,
pruned back plants, as well as countless other
tasks. Please give this phenomenal group your
gratitude when you see them!
Thank you to everyone who donated items,
helped us organize, and bought ‘new to you’
treasures for our Youth Rummage Sale
fundraiser! We raised approximately $2,000,
which is exactly the amount we needed to
cover our van rental for our mission trip this
summer. The youth and their families
appreciate your generosity and your support
of our OPCC youth!

Correction
Apologies to Nancy Phipps. Nancy’s name
was typed incorrectly as Nancy Phillips on
the April 22, 2018 ballot to affirm Church
Leadership Positions. By congregational vote,
Nancy Phipps was affirmed as a member (2nd

2018 Pentecost Special Day Offering — May 20 and 27
so that by always having enough
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work…He who supplies seeds to the sower
and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness… Thanks be to God for God’s indescribable gift!”
~ 2 Corinthians 9:8-15

Planting Churches Can Help Change the World
“Planting a church can make a huge and lasting impression in the community it serves,”
says Terrell L. McTyer, minister of New Church Strategies and church planter.
“By empowering the oppressed, praying for the disenfranchised, caring for the poor and promoting
hope in a fragmented world, the church can literally help change the world,” he adds.
Each year, half of the Pentecost Offering is designated to the local Christian Disciples Region/Area
in an effort to start and sustain new churches. The other half is used by Hope Partnership to support
the recruitment, assessment, training, and coaching of new church leaders at events like Leadership
Academy. The stewardship of our courageous new church leaders is vital, and your contribution to
the Pentecost Offering connects planters with much-needed resources for support and sustainability.
Disciples are on course to starting 1,000 new churches by 2020.
Learn more about New Church Ministries at www.hopepmt.org. And watch your mail for
a letter with more information about the Pentecost Special Day Offering coming soon.

Your OPCC Staff
913-677-4646
info@opccdoc.org
(general church e-mail address)
Senior Pastor .............................. Laura Phillips
laura@opccdoc.org
ext. 222
Children & Youth Pastor .............. Lisa Setty
lisa@opccdoc.org
ext. 228
Congregational Care ................... Sharon McBride
sharonmcbride@kc.surewest.net ext. 224
Director of Music ......................... Christopher Elliott
chris@opccdoc.org
ext. 229
Communications Coordinator/
Bookkeeper ................................. Michelle Reiter
michelle@opccdoc.org
ext. 223
Receptionist ................................ Eileen McIntyre
office@opccdoc.org
ext. 221
Building & Grounds ..................... Lee Sprinkle
lee@opccdoc.org
ext. 237

Your 2017-18 OPCC Board of Directors
Roy Nickum......................................... Chair
Bob Shankel................................ Vice Chair
Sue Elliott ...................................... Secretary
Kathy Lewis.................................. Treasurer
Barb Collins.................. Commission Liaison
Jon Bivens ........... Leadership Development

The OPCC Scene is generally published the
first Thursday of each month except July.
Copy deadline for next issue is
June 5 for June 7 mailing.
Help us reduce paper and postage costs!
If you would like to be removed from
this mailing list or to receive this publication
by e-mail, please contact Michelle Reiter
at 913-677-4646, ext. 223, or
michelle@opccdoc.org

