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In Search of a Golden Calf

Exodus 32 is not the only place to look for a golden calf. In our day, the decision to forge a golden calf is a decision to
deny God the rightful and central place in our lives and claim all decisions — and all the spoils of victory - for ourselves.
We all forge and carry around golden calves of one sort or another. They may be forged from addiction, greed, or infirmity,
and they never go away on their own, but continue to demand more and more of us. Between now and Sunday | invite
you to reflect on your golden calf — that which you substitute for worship of God — and on its impact on our lives. Perhaps
the following poem, The Golden Calf’s Appetite by Yakov Azriel will be helpful:

“Bring me the golden necklaces and rings

Your brides are given when they marry; bring

Me all your ornaments, and everything

That glitters; bring me crowns of anointed kings.
Bring me your summers, winters, falls and springs;
Bring me your parents’ music, echoing
Within your dreams, as all your children sing
Of sacred temples graced by angels’ wings.

“And bring me your souls, as the sacrifice
Which you must offer on my altar’s fire.”
Once, | had thought the Golden Calf was dead
And gone for good; but no — like stubborn lice
That will not go away, like shame, like desire,
He gores my mind, demanding to be fed.

Check out the blogs on this theme to help your preparation;
go to: http://wecanrelate.wordpress.com/

Relate is a free-spirited worship community that gathers on Sundays, and throughout the week in a virtual conversation.
There is a seat in this gathering with your name written all over it! The gathering is informal, completely interactive, and
includes:
e Personal Worship Stations each week to help you focus on the day’s theme. Stations are available from 10:50 —
11:10, then we gather for community worship and fellowship
e Intimate spiritual discussion of bible passages, poems, or video clips...
e Acoustic music led by insideOUT...
e Accompanying online blog to stimulate relating during the week and prepare for worship.
just go online to http://wecanrelate.wordpress.com/ and get started

OPCC is a family church striving to offer meaningful spiritual stimulation for all ages. We ask you, please, to support
this new ministry with prayers, and with your ministry of presence. We hope to see you on Sunday.
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