
 
In a delightful little book on Christian Fellowship called Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer states 
that intercessory prayer lies at the heart of a vibrant faith community.  A communityôs fabric begins 
to unravel when petty resentments, power struggles, turf wars, personality conflicts, or just plain 
indifference run amuck and unchecked.  Itôs hard for such toxic elements to work their malice, 
however, when co-journers in faith continually pray one for the other. 
 
I must admit that the first time I read Bonhoefferôs comments I was concerned, because a deep and 
abiding prayer life and faith community donôt always go hand in hand.  In the one place one would 
expect to find a deep prayer life, the church, itôs often conspicuously absent.  Prayer seems to be 
one of those things we leave to the professionals, and to the accomplished lay leaders in the 
congregation.  But if Bonhoeffer is right ï and I believe he is ï our entire faith community needs to 
be intimately involved with God in prayer; day in and day out; twenty-four/seven; or as Paul would 
say, praying without ceasing. 
 
Hereôs an idea.  With Lent just around the corner, why donôt we covenant to give up our reluctance 
to pray as our Lenten spiritual commitment?  Why donôt we confront our fears and insecurities, 
broaden and deepen our understanding of prayer, and just start praying more?  If you like this idea 
youôre in luck, because we will offer several small groups during Lent that will help you broaden and 
deepen your prayer life.  There wonôt be a final exam, and I promise not to call on you to pray in 
public, so there is little reason not to strengthen our life together.  Look for sign-up sheets on the 
library counter in the entryway beginning Sunday, February 7 and, in the interim, prayerfully 
consider being a part of one of these groups. 
 
In peace, 



We are back February 14!  
Weôre back ð we are turning off the noisy 

television and are back to that cozy, friendly, 
monthly NOW Group. Sunday, February 14th at 
6:00 p.m. is NOW Dinner. Join with all the guys 

and gals, share your happy experiences with fellow 
snow-shovelers and iceberg fans. It will be 

Valentineôs Day, so bring a ñheartyò dessert or a 
red covered dish to share with brother and sister 
chow hounds. Itôs a time to celebrate smiles, 

handshakes, and hugs with friends and neighbors. 
 

Our programðwhat could be more 
appropriate than an interesting and 

challenging presentation by a 
representative from Heart to Heart. 
Nothing is more heartwarming than to hear  
about aid programs that serve the poor and  
needy in our own locality, across our nation,  

and those poor souls in Haiti. 
 

So listen upðclimb into your jitney, bring ma,  
some of the neighbors and a lucky visitor or two  

for a short drive to the February bashð 
the monthly NOW Group. See you there! 

 
 

  

 
 

The Power of Forgiveness  
ñAt a time when we see so much evil, we are called 
upon to have the moral grandeur and spiritual 
audacity to believe in good to proclaim it, to stand 
in conviction, to take the people who truly do evil 
and, yes, hold them accountable.  But to 
nevertheless stand for the possibility of human 
redemption that turns even the hardest hearts.ò* 
 

To forgive someone can be simple. But this simple 
act can have powerful consequences  
ð and may lead to personal and spiritual 
transformation. The Power of Forgiveness  
explores the work and experiences from Northern 
Ireland to Ground Zero to the Amish countryside 
and reveals how forgiveness of transgressions can 
help guide people to get on with their lives. 
 

We invite you to come to Girlfriends Unlimited  on 
Wednesday nights, 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., in the 
Fireside Room. The Girlfriends Unlimited is a 
warm, friendly community that would welcome you 
to learn how forgiveness can transform your life. 
Please join us. For information, call Peggy Moore 
at 913-677-4646, ext 234 or peggy@opccdoc.org. 

 

* Marianne Williamson, author of Healing the Soul of America 

CWF Circle 1  will meet on Thursday, February 11,  
at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room. Doreen Zahner 
and Phyllis Cooke will serve as hostesses. All 
women are welcome. 
 

CWF Circle 2 will meet Monday, February 8, at 7:00 
p.m. at the Geise home. Lesson 10 will be our study. 
Please join us for fellowship and bring a friend! 
 

CWF Circle 5 will meet at noon in the Fireside 
Room on Thursday, February 11, for a brown bag 
lunch followed by worship, study, and a short 
business meeting. Nadine Sheldon and Millie 
Mitchell will be hostesses. All women are invited. 
 

Church Women United  
World Day of Prayer  

March 5, 2010 
Asbury United Methodist Church 

75th and Nall 
 

Celebration Theme:  
ñLet everything that has breath praise Godò 

Registration at 9:30 a.m.ðProgram at 10:00 a.m. 
All women are invited 

 
Women's Spring Retreat  

March 12 - 13, 2010 
Tall Oaks Conference Center 

 

Keynoter: Rick Butler, Pastor,  
Blue Valley Christian Church 

 

Theme: Doctor, The Patient is Critical - Is There Hope? 
 

See registration forms on CWF Bulletin Board  
for further details, or call Karen Yount 

at 816-322-0576  
 
 

Soup's On!  
February 19, 2010, 6:00 PM  

Fireside Room  
 

The Solo Sidekicks  (OPCC's 50+ Singles group) 
next event is a version of the old folktale Stone 
Soup. We'll furnish a beef broth base and everyone 
is invited to bring some vegetables to add to the 
soup. It will be a true potluck!! So if you're in the 
mood for potatoes, bring a container of potatoes 
ready to add to the soup. If you'd rather have corn or 
green beans etc., bring those. Fresh, frozen, or 
canned vegetables are fine. And if you want to bring 
a dessert, no one will complain!  See you soon. 

mailto:peggy@opccdoc.org


The Care and Share Grief Support Group will meet 
Wednesday, February 24

th
 and go to Stroudôs at 

4200 Shawnee Mission Parkway in Fairway. Meet at 
the church at 11:00 a.m. to car pool or meet at 

Stroudôs at 11:30 a.m. RSVP to Peggy Moore at 913-
677-4646, x234, or by e-mail at peggy@opccdoc.org 

   

*The Care and Share Support Group is a grief  
support fellowship and is open to all persons. 

 
 

 

The Empty Nesters plan to meet at Wayne and 
Peggy Mooreôs on Friday night, February 26,  

at 6:30 p.m. for fun, food, and fellowship. Bring an 
appetizer or hors dôoeuvre and RSVP to the Moores 
at 913-856-3833 or by email at peggy@opccdoc.org. 

The Moores will send a map when you RSVP. 
 
 

All men are invited to join us the first  
Saturday of each month, 8:00-9:30 AM in the 

Fireside Room for breakfast, study, and fellowship.  
 

For more information or to RSVP for a  
food count, contact Wayne Moore at  

913-856-3833 or wpmoore@hughes.net. 
 
 

Ordering dates for February 2010 for Angel Food 
Ministries are as follows: 
 

Saturday, February 13, from 10AM - 12PM 
Wednesday, February 17, from 10AM - 4PM 

 

Pickup date will be February 27, 10 - 11AM ONLY. 
 

Contact Laura Martin at 816-761-3820 to find  
out how YOU can help or with ANY questions  

about the Angel Food Ministry at OPCC. 
 
 

Meeting Dates for 2010
 

Spiritual Hospitality: Meet at 5:00 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room on Feb. 3, May 5, Sept. 1, and Nov. 3. 
 

Spiritual Formation: Meet at 6:00 p.m.in the Fireside 
Room on Feb. 3, May 5, Sept. 1, Nov. 3. 
 

Spiritual Empowerment/Stewardship: Meet at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Fireside Room on Feb. 10, May 12, Sept 8, 
and Nov 10. 
 

Please contact Peggy Moore for information about 
these commissions and how you may help serve. 

 

Thank you to everyone who chose to contribute 
Poinsettias in memory or honor of a loved one 
during the Advent and Christmas weeks!   
How beautiful our Sanctuary was for worship!  
Please keep in mind that you may continue to 
honor friends and loved ones by providing for 
flowers throughout the year!  It is quite simple to 
do:  bring your check to Michelle Reiter, made 
out to OPCC with flowers in the memo.  Tell her 
if it is to commemorate a birthday, anniversary, 
or another important date.  Having live greenery 
in the Sanctuary really makes a big difference in 
such a large space!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bethel Bible Series  
Lives change when people meet  

the true Christ of Scripture.  
We are at a moment in history when our people 
are seeking a closeness to Christ and are 
hungering for spiritual food. With biblical study as 
a priority, the Bethel Series is a tool that will help 
us understand the message revealed in 
Scriptures. This carefully planned program gives 
the Scripture relevancy and presents a biblical 
overview in the language of everyday people. 
 

This series will run as 3 seven-week sessions of 
the Old Testament and 3 seven-week sessions 
of the New Testament. Join us for an opportunity 
to learn our biblical heritage, grow closer to God, 
and to share our faith with one another as we 
serve our community and neighborhood.  
 

Room: Northwest section of Fellowship Hall 
 

Teacher: Peggy Moore 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

The Book of Philippians  
A new study has begun in Room 40 on the book 
of Philippians. Paul opens his heart to us, 
showing us the secret to real contentment. The 
letter speaks of fellowship in the sufferings of 
Jesus, and yet there is no book so full of joy. 
This is a video and discussion series featuring 
Joni Eareckson Tada.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Room: #40 
 

Leaders: Charlie & Mary Aelmore 

 Christian     Living      and        Skills       Series 

C .   L .   A .   S .   S . 

Adult Christian Education 
Winter 2010 Class Schedule  

Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
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February 7th is the Super Bowl, the largest 
televised event in America. More money will be 

spent on commercials during this event than any 
other all year. The object is to manipulate 

society into a spending frenzy. Instead of giving 
in to this consumer mentality, we offer another 
option for your money that will directly help our 

society by reaching out to the marginalized: 
come to the Souper Bowl of Caring after our late 
worship on February 7 and enjoy some delicious 

gumbo made and served by our youth. Every 
penny of your donations will be given to Micah 

Ministries to help feed those in need.  
 
 

Kidôs Night Out and Dinner and a Movie  
have been suspended until further notice.  

Watch for more exciting ministries in the future! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The parenting class ñ10 Biblical Traits 
Your Kids Will Remember You Forò  
that was to begin on January 31 has been 
rescheduled. Classes will be held on Sunday 
evenings March 21-May 2 (except for Easter 
Sunday, April 4) from 6-7:30pm in the Fireside 
Room at Overland Park Christian Church.  
There will be no charge for the class except for 
the price of the workbook which is $12.99.  
Childcare will be provided by reservation only.   
 

For more information or to enroll for the class, 
please contact Lisa Setty at 913-677-4646 ext. 
228 or lisa@opccdoc.org. 
 
 

Our Parentôs Day Out program is currently 

enrolling for the summer and fall sessions.  The 
program is open to ages 18 months to 6 years 
old.  Please contact Flo Wills  
at 913-677-4646 ext. 230 for  
enrollment information. 

IHN Volunteer Training Opportunity  
 

Saturday, March 6 
9:30 a.m.-noon 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 
63

rd
 and Roe, Prairie Village 

 
 

February  21 and 28  
 ñFeed My Sheepò 

 

The devastating Haiti earthquake 
has brought forth an amazing 
outpouring of gifts!  From cash 

donations to health and baby kits, the OPCC 
church family has responded with great 
generosity.  The nearly 600 kits prepared on 
January 17 have been shipped to Church World 
Service.  Additional kits may be brought to the 
church at any time (please include $2.00 
processing fee per kit).  Cash gifts to Week of 
Compassion that are designated for Haiti 
earthquake relief are used 100% for that purpose. 
 

We all know that the Haitian crisis is but one of 
many disasters and relief efforts taking place 
around the world.  Through our annual Week of 
Compassion offering we empower Disciplesô relief, 
refugee and development fund, meet basic needs 
in Christôs name throughout the world, and share 
resources that strengthen people to improve their 
own lives and communities. In doing so, we 
change livesðincluding our own. When you give 
to the special offering that will be collected 
February 21 and 28, you will be helping this 
ongoing work.  Watch for your Week of 
Compassion offering envelope in the mail soon. 
For more information about how your gifts are 
used, visit www.weekofcompassion.org. 

 
 

Last  chance call to anyone interested in 
participating in Team Costa Rica!   
Anticipated dates for the trip  
are June 20-27. Please contact Lisa Setty by 
Friday, February 19, if you are in the least bit 
interested.  Questions are very welcome!  913-677
-4646 ext. 228  
or lisa@opccdoc.org. 

http://www.weekofcompassion.org

